— — Children & Family Issue: Rainbow Resources and 
‘we anexcerptfrom 'Diary of a Gay, Pregnant Bride’ 


Summer What to Do, 
Summer Queer Music, 
Why Wayzata? 


MINNESOTA'S GLBT MAGAZINE THIS ISSUE ON 


US ON TWITTER 
MAY 28-JUNE 10, 2015 х15,267 NEWSSTAND 


QHQiGGAYNEWS 


MAGAZINE 
OF THE YEAR 


FIRST THURSDAY: 6/4/15 
AT MARIN COURTYARD 


52 LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM Kg DOWNLOAD | JoIN 74.5K or | M TOP 5 | ху NEXT LAVENDER'S 


С Cantus "The Ultimate Covers Band" 
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COVERS: 
A POP CONCERT 


Cantus shows off a completely different side 
with Covers. In collaboration with some of the 
Twin Cities' most talented musicians, Cantus 


arranges and performs the everyday classics A 

of our time. Whether it's music from the '60s, : - 

the '80s ог something brand new, Covers will | 

à eer ege { June 5, 6, 11, 12 & 13 at 7:30pm 
ave you singing and dancing in the aisles. 


The Cowles Center in Minneapolis 


Earn long-term equity + Monthly cash-flow + Significant tax benefits + 18-month 
tenant warranty with extended lease * $80/month 24/7 property management 


Ready to rent? Find out how much your home will rent for today! 
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Sharp, smooth hairlines resulting from 
Good Look Ink's revolutionary 3-D hair 
follicle enhancement process. 
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Shane Co. always has and always will be there to celebrate your love with you. 
We make a lifetime commitment to your lifetime commitment. 
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HIV+? 
On treatment? 
CD4 not going up? 


Join a study at the University of Minnesota 
that is using an innovative new therapy to 
boost CD4 cells and restore normal immunity. 


Call today and see if you qualify. 
612-625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA 
Driven to Discover” 
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Tip off your pride week in style by watching the Minnesota Lynx 
compete on the court! Ticket purchase includes a post-game 
celebration event and an opportunity to meet Lynx stars. 


Partial proceeds to benefit local LGBT nonprofits. 


TWIN CITIES PRIDE NIGHT 
PRESENTED BY Allstate 


SUNDAY, JUNE 21, 2015 
S. TULSA SHOCK (3 6:00 PM 


TICKET OPTIONS: 

Wl SILVER TICKETS ONLY $51 
BLUE TICKETS ONLY $40 
RED TICKETS ONLY $25 


мааа лаһ Twin Cities Pride Presents 128 129 DE 132 | 


| | SOLD OUT 
An Evening of Classic 


LILY TOMLIN 


June 25, 8:00PM | Orchestra Hall SOLD OUT 
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Tickets On Sale March 31 at tcpride.org 
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Summer in the Cities includes the Twin Cities as well as 
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HIV much worse. You can quit. 


CALL 1-800-QUIT-NOW. 
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You need to insure both your auto and 
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look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 
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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


More Than Just a Number 


I'm not a huge fan of math, but when I was talking about drag queens 
the other day, I pulled out the issue that had our dear Wanda Wisdom on 
the cover with some sailors from the Guthrie's H.M.S. Pinafore produc- 
tion. That was my first full issue in 2011: #422, 100 issues ago. That's 
more than 100 different editorial topics, 100 attractive covers, and 100 
opportunities to shine a light on what this community is doing here in 
Minnesota and beyond. When I start looking at numbers, it becomes a 
slippery slope and I actually get a little giddy about them. 

Throughout the publication of these 100 issues, 7,925 website stories 
have been published on www.LavenderMagazine.com. If we were to put 
those stories into hard copy, that would be well more than double what 
we can give you in the magazine, itself. Big Gay News gives us pertinent 
headlines daily, arts pieces and sports stories are added, photo galler- 
ies of you at various rainbow events are showcased on a frequent and 
regular basis. The last 100 issues also coincide with the rise of the tablets 
and electronic publishing; Lavender Magazine was the first GLBT pub- 
lication to be available electronically. Currently, there are 15,267 News- 
stand subscriptions via iTunes, which means that many of our readers 
get Lavender handily delivered for free every two weeks to their iPads or 
iPhones. Look it up and join the crowd. 

This issue shows off what's available to us this summer in both Min- 
neapolis and St. Paul as well as the surrounding suburbs. I grew up in 
the country, but my mother was raised in East St. Paul and my parents 
met at the University of Minnesota, so we were always coming to the 


Cities. Living in the country meant we had to travel to anything, whether 
it was a restaurant or a movie theater, a grocery store or our church. It 
also means that I don't blink when I need to be across the metro area 
from one event to the next. Whether it be my Jeep or the light rail, I am 
ready to roll and see what these many Cities have in store for me. I hope 
you get out there yourself this summer. Go to one of the 229 events on 
our online calendar right now. Find our nearly 700 distribution locations 
where you can pick up a hard copy of Lavender. Join us at one of the 
summer First Thursdays. 

Okay, ГЇЇ stop with the numbers...after this: thank you for being one 
of the wonderful reasons I get to look back on 100 issues with such pride 
and joy. 

ГЇЇ see you out there. 

With thanks, 

Andy B 


* Melissa Houghtaling *Rebecca Heltzer 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 


Real Estate, Divorce, Child Custody/Child Support, 
Landlord/Tenant, Litigation and Probate. 


*Selected to the Super Lawyers List 
**Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul • (651) 330-8508 


WWW.HELTZERHOUGHTALING.COM 
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Financial Advisor 
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Facebook: John.Degelmann 


Edward Jones 


MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING 


OUR LAVENDER 


A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY Е.В. BOATNER 


Some Things Dont Bear Repeating 


Some things should never arise in the first place, and, having seen 
the light of day, should be quashed as they resurface. Take Texas Repre- 
sentative Matt Schaefer's recent amendment. 

Schaefer's amendment made it illegal to terminate a pregnancy after 
twenty weeks, even if the fetus “has a severe and irreversible abnormal- 
ity." Schaefer would force every mother, already in jeopardy, to be forced 
by the state to live with and carry to term a dead fetus with no consider- 
ation for her health or her obstetrician's advice. 

Schaefer brushed aside the acute physical and emotional suffering 
that such a law would impose, peremptorily dismissing current medical 
evidence that carrying a nonviable fetus to term can lead to sepsis and 
the mother's death along with the fetus. Suffering, he intoned, “is part of 
the human condition, since sin entered the world." 

In Schaefer's belief system, his misogynistic, fundamentalist reli- 
gious views have the moral right to trump both his constituents' needs 
and modern medical science. 

His amendment actually passed, but there was a hue and cry from 
his fellow legislators, and Schaefer removed it for “full committee re- 
view" after Trey Martinez Fischer, House member from San Antonio, 


filed a legislative point of order. 

Schaefer's words, unfortunately, are not new or only from his own 
narrow mind, but echo those of Georgia Representative Terry England 
who in 2012 wanted to impose the same strictures on pregnant women. 
I wrote then that England, also a farmer, lumped women with livestock 
explaining, “Life gives us many experiences...I’ve had the experience of 
delivering calves, dead and alive. Delivering pigs, dead or alive. It breaks 
our hearts to see those animals not make it." In England's mind there 
was no acknowledgment that a woman, cognizant of the tragedy and 
danger of carrying her already dead child, might be in any way different 
from a pregnant cow or pig. 

Representative Schaffer's need to impose his religious will on women 
is as despicable now as England's was then. The need to control wom- 
en — reproductively and politically — keeps resurfacing, continuing to 
pollute. Simple empathy, modern technology, human or veterinary med- 
ical doctors' opinions not withstanding, the intransigent won't change or 
be eradicated. Like freshly-hatched bedbugs or Deepwater Horizon oil 
in the Gulf of Mexico, they'll be back. m 


Celebrating Love Since 1885 


CHRISTIAN 
BAUER ё 


9TH & NICOLLET MINNEAPOLIS, MN | 612-338-5950 | JEHUDSON.COM 
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LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 


RAINBOW HEALTH 
INITIATIVE GALA 


APRIL 12, 2015 


CH 


1 
Poto by >: 


MINNESOTA LYNX 
DRAFT 


APRIL 16, 2015 


phia Hantzes- 
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APRIL 17, 2015 


BISEXUAL 
ORGANIZING PROJECT 
BECAUSE 
CONFERENCE 


APRIL 18, 2015 
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LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 


OUTFRONT MN 
LOBBY DAY 


APRIL 30, 2015 


41ST ANNUAL 
MAYDAY PARADE 
AND FESTIVAL 


MAY 3, 2015 
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CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES ра. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


* Family/Divorce/Custody 

* Injuries/Auto Accidents 

• Second/Step Parent Adoption 
* Wills & Trusts 

* Domestic Partnerships/Dissolution 
* Probate 

* Prenuptial Agreements 

* Business Law 

* Sperm/Egg Donor Agreements 
* Employment Law 

* Gay Marriage Advice 

* Bankruptcy 

Convenient Downtown 
Skyway Connected Offices 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 


612.332.5100 
www.cloutier-law.com 


1005 Historic Lumber Exchange Building 
10 S. 5th St. Minneapolis, MN 55402 


FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


MINNESOTA : = ORCHESTRA 


CASUAL CLASSICS 
AT ORCHESTRA HALL 


SYMPHONY IN 60 
Osmo Vänskä Conducts Sibelius 


Thu Jun 4 8pm 


Feel the electricity of a classical concert in only 60 minutes! Hear 
why the Orchestra won its first-ever Grammy® with a Sibelius 
recording under the baton of Osmo Vanska. (And talk with them 
about it afterwards onstage!) 


7pm Happy Hour / 8pm 60-minute Concert / 9pm Cocktails Onstage with Musicians 


INSIDE THE CLASSICS 
Berlioz's Symphonie Fantastique 
Sat Jun 13 8pm 


Intrigued by classical music? Join conductor Sarah Hicks and 
violist-host Sam Bergman as they explore classical favorites. After 
intermission, enjoy a complete performance of the featured work. 
Stay late and join us for a free chamber performance at 
10:15pm, presented by the Minnesota Orchestra as part of 
Northern Spark 2015, produced by Northern Lights.mn. 


612.371.5656 / minnesotaorchestra.org / Orchestra Hall 


PHOTOS Greg Helgeson Media Partner: Ki StarTribune 
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OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


itsexuality 


a new club experience 


June 2015 (0 The'Lab 


Thursday - Saturday 9 PM- 1 AM 


21+ 


18+ 6/15 and 6/22 


Entry $10 
VIP.-530 — 
per id 


Cabarave: Sexuality. Photo by Sasha Andreev 


CABARAVE: #SEXUALITY 


Thurs., Fri., Sat. evenings in June 
Lab Theater, 700 N. 1st St., Mpls. 
(612) 333-7977 
www.thelabtheater.org 


The Lab continues to be an “in” place for entertainment that's 
classy, sexy, and unique. RatHaus Productions’ CABARAVE: #sexual- 
ity can be seen there during June. RatHaus Managing Director 
Kameron Nelson says it “is a project that has been in the works for 
the last six years. Jessie Storovich, owner and creator of RatHaus 
Productions, initially thought to create a theatrical nightclub. [It] 
has evolved into a fusion of nightlife and performance art. Our 
mission was to expose individuals who would rarely experience 
theater or dance to this spectacle of performance in a less intimidat- 
ing atmosphere. Performances will include live dancers, vocalists, 
instrumentalists, DJs, aerial silks, and performance painting. This 
has been a collaborative process in which each of the performers has 
contributed choreography and played to their individual strengths as 
performers. RatHaus will continue to produce CABARAVE in com- 
ing months with a different theme and performances." 


CANTUS: COVERS: A POP CONCERT 
5 - 13 

eae Center, 528 Hennepin Ave., Mpls. 

(612) 206-3600 

www.thecowlescenter.org 


The acclaimed mens vocal ensemble plays the Cowles. Aaron 
Humble, Cantus tenor and tour manager, says, “Cantus always 
says that good music is good music, no matter the genre. That 
being said, most of the music we do is from the classical or folk 
tradition — but Covers is a different story. I don’t know that most 
of us ever imagined we'd be doing covers of Michael Jackson, 
Paul Simon, or Christina Aguilera, but it's always a lot of fun for us 
and our audience seems to love it, too!" 


THE 4TH ANNUAL 

UEER PROM 2015 
OR ADULTS 

June 21 

Hell's Kitchen 

80 S. 9th St., Mpls. 

(800) 838-3006 

www.brownpapertickets.com 


20% Theatre Company Twin 
Cities’ annual Queer Prom is be- 
coming a tradition and it serves 
an important healing purpose 
in providing GLBTQ adults who 
either did not attend their high 
school prom or who could/ 
would not take a member of 
their same gender to their prom. 
Finally, a way to have the the 


wished for; or for anyone and 
everyone who just wants to have 
an annual excuse to get dressed 
up — whatever that means to 
them — and have a ball with 
partners and friends! Rebecca J. 
Lawrence Photography will have 
a photo booth set up for prom 
memory-making and photos will 
be posted on her website and 
20% Theatre’s Facebook page. 
Special guest burlesque and drag 
stars will shine on stage with 
performances throughout the 
night, including Esme Rodiri- 
guez, Marcel Michelle, Naughty 
Dottie, and more!” 


prom experience. Adult allies 
are also welcome. 20% Artistic 
Director Claire Avitabile says, 
“Queers and their allies in their 
20s, 30s, 40s, and up can come 
as they are, in anything from 
jeans and a t-shirt to glittery ball 
gowns, and expect to dance ’til 
they drop with DJ Blowtorch 
throughout the night. This is an 
adult prom (age 18+) for anyone 
and everyone who never had the 
prom experience they always 


= 
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FROM DARKNESS 


Through June 14 

Nimbus Theatre, 

1517 Central Ave. NE, Mpls. 
(612) 548-1380 
www.nimbustheatre.com 


Nimbus is a destination for new 
plays. Writer-director Josh Cragun 
now gives us From Darkness. 

He relates that “а lot of the play 
is about the transition from the 
WASPish art world of the begin- 


7 


Cantus: Covers: A Pop Concert. Photo by Curtis Johnson 
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WORDS AND MUSIC BY BOOK BY 
RICHARD ADLER and JERRY ROSS ` GEORG ABBOTT and DOUGLASS WALLOP 


Based on the novel by Douglass Wallop "The Year the Yankees Lost the Pennant” 
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JUNE 16-28 
ORDWAY.ORG 


651.224.4222 


Join the Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
for a free concert to benefit 
Episcopal Relief & Development 


A fabulous concert to benefit a fabulous 
cause! The Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
will perform a free concert for the 75th 
anniversary of Episcopal Relief & 
Development. We will ‘pass the hat’ during 
the concert to raise funds, as well as offer 

a silent auction and raffle drawing, all to 
benefit a great organization. 
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SPOTLIGHT 


From Darkness. Photo by Mathieu Lindquist 


ning of the 20th century to the world that now exists in New York. 
Since the play is set at the Metropolitan Museum of Art, an institu- 
tion that took 40 years to elect its first Jewish trustee, and has yet 
to have a female director. This juxtaposition is very present in the 
play. Andy Warhol and Betty Parson, two early art world figures to 
openly bare their sexuality, are both characters." 

Cragun adds that From Darkness muses on what we choose 
to value and why: "The subjects of authenticity and copyright 
have always been interests of mine, but several years ago I 
started reading about forgery. I've always been an art history 
geek, and writing a play set in the New York post-war art scene 
was very compelling to me. I was fascinated by what it would 
take for a talented artist to turn to a life of crime, destroying the 
very things they once loved. Equally, I was interested in why we 
value authenticity still in a world ruled by mass production and 
digital reproduction. What makes something real? And if no one 
notices something as a reproduction, why is it suddenly worth 
less if we decide it isn't what we thought it was?" 


PETER PAN 

Through June 21 

Children's Theatre, 2400 3rd Ave. S., Mpls. 
(612) 874-0400 

www.childrenstheatre.org 


The Twin Cities’ "Triple Threat" for musical theater has deliv- 
ered a wonderful production of Peter Pan at the Children's The- 
atre. Those three are director Peter Rothstein, choreographer 
Joe Chvala, and music director Denise Prosek. The story calls 
for a belief in fairies, which can also be thought of as the need 
to trust our imaginations and our sense of risk and adventure. 
Children and some adults may well take it more literally and so 
be it! That sense is also built right into Rothstein's concept with 
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aerial work that enthralls. Tyler 
Michaels is mercurial in the title 
role and Alanna Saunders embod- 
ies Wendy, the London girl who 
becomes the mother of Never- 
land, to perfection. These are 


Peter Pan. Photo by Dan Norman 


now archetypal roles which must 
be played specifically in order to 
work. And these two, along with 
the rest of the cast, do exactly 
that. The effect is great. 

CTC is consistently superior 
in their production qualities and 
their works are generally con- 
temporary. However, there's 
something unusual about this 
rendition of Peter Pan: it works 
its magic from tunes of two 
generations ago. Tunes that 
middle-aged and older folks 
will recognize from recesses of 
memory. What's more is that 
the sold-out audience, filled with 
children, was enchanted through- 
out the matinee I caught. Just as 
I was. This musical is based on 
J.M. Barrie's writings with music 
by Morris “Moose” Charlap and 
Jule Styne and lyrics by Carolyn 
Leigh, Betty Comden, and Adolph 
Green. These figures were giants 
in their day and passed away long 
ago. How beautiful that Prosek 
has directed the nostalgic music 
with such loving attention. B 
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19 Bar 

19 W. 15th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 871-5553 
facebook.com/The19Bar 


Blackbird Cafe 

3800 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 823-4790 
www.blackbirdmpls.com 


Brass Rail 

422 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
(612) 332-RAIL 
www.thebrassraillounge.com 


Crave 

825 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
(612) 332-1133 
WWW.craveamerica.com 


eagleBOLTbar 

515 Washington Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55415 
(612) 338-4214 
www.eagleboltbar.com 


Element Wood Fire Pizza 
96 Broadway St. NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 
(612) 379-3028 
www.elementpizza.com 


Fireroast Café 

2528 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55406 
(612) 724-9895 
www.fireroastcafe.com 


Gay 90's 

408 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
(612) 333-7755 
www.gay90s.com 


Icehouse 

2528 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55404 
(612) 276-6523 
www.icehousempls.com 


Jakeeno’s Pizza & Pasta 
3555 Chicago Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 
(612) 825-6827 

www. jakeenos.com 


Jax Café 

1928 University Ave. NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55418 
(612) 789-7297 

www. jaxcafe.com 


Lush 

990 Central Ave. NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 
(612) 208-0358 
www.lushmpls.com 


ANT 


Burger Moe’s 

242 W. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
(651) 222-3100 
www.burgermoes.com 


Moscow on the Hill 

371 Selby Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 291-1236 
www.moscowonthehill.com 


6Smith 

294 Grove Ln. E. 
Wayzata, MN 55391 
(952) 698-7900 
www.6smith.com 


Crave Edina 

3520 W. 7Oth St. 
Edina, MN 55435 
(952) 697-6000 
www.craveamerica.com 


Red Cow St. Paul 
393 Selby Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
(651) 789-0545 
www.redcowmn.com 


Town House 

1415 University Ave. W. 
St. Paul, MN 55104 
(651) 646-7087 
www.townhousebar.com 


Crave St. Louis Park 

1603 West End Blvd. 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
(952) 933-6500 
www.craveamerica.com 


McCormick & Schmick’s 
3203 Galleria 

(Edina Westin Galleria Hotel) 
Edina MN 55435 

(952) 920-1142 


www.mccormickandschmicks.com 


Nonna Rosa's 

4168 W. Broadway Ave. 
Robbinsdale, MN 55422 
(763) 537-3700 
www.nonnarosaswinebar.com 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Marin 

901 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 252-7000 
www.marinrestaurant.com 


Mason's Restaurant / Barre 
528 Hennepin Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
(612) 516-3344 
WWW.masonsmn.com 


Mattie's on Main 

42 Main St. SE, Ste. 144 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
(612) 886-2121 
www.mattiesonmain.com 


McCormick & Schmick's 

800 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55402 

(612) 338-3300 
www.mccormickandschmicks.com 


Northbound Smokehouse Brewpub 
2724 E. 38th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55406 

(612) 328-1450 
www.northboundbrewpub.com 


Pilgrimage Cafe 

2403 E. 38th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55406 
(612) 729-0034 
www.pilgrimagecafe.com 


Red Cow North Loop 

208 N. 1st Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
(612) 789-0050 
www.redcowmn.com 


oa 


Red Cow 50th & France 
3624 W. 50th St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55410 
(612) 767-4411 
www.redcowmn.com 


The Saloon 

830 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 332-0835 
www.saloonmn.com 


Sonora Grill 

3300 E. Lake St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 
(612) 722-2500 
www.sonora-grill.com 


Toast Wine Bar & Cafe 

415 N. 1st St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 333-4305 
www.toastwinebarandcafe.com 


Union Rooftop 

731 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 455-6690 
www.unionrooftop.com 


Wilde Roast Cafe 

65 Main St. SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
(612) 331-4544 
www.wilderoastcafe.com 
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6SMITH 


BY BRADLEY TRAYNOR | PHOTOGRAPHY BY HUBERT BONNET 


You're in luck. | found your favorite new lakeside getaway for the summer. And 
you won't have to drive deep into the hinterlandia to get there, either. It's a quick 
hop on and off the freeway from downtown Minneapolis and St. Paul and offers 
some of the best views of Lake Minnetonka. Park your boat or fanny dockside, 
procure a cocktail, and let the waves carry away your urban burden as smiling 
waitstaff inundate you with some of the best food beyond the Twin Cities. 


Behold 6Smith. 

And behold it I did with 
friends one sunny Wednesday 
afternoon a few weeks back. 

The converted Boatworks has 
been open just about a year and 
abuts Lake Minnetonka herself at 


mr. 


ae 


: the edge of downtown Wayzata. 
` Walking through its doors, I was 


struck instantly by 6Smith’s ambi- 


` tious charm. Ambitious being an 
` apt understatement. 


Owner Randy Stanley and his 


` team succeeded in converting 


` an old boatworks into a modern, 
: contemporary gathering place. 

: On a lake! An urban warehouse 

: of tall ceilings and a sweeping 

| open space one would expect in 

` the North Loop that simultane- 

| ously complements its lakeshore 


: (Above) Consider outdoor seating to 

` enjoy the few warm days Minnesota has 
: to offer. (Left) Enjoy a drink and some 

` laughs while deciding what you're going 
| to order. 


` setting, letting waves of blue from 
` both sky and water wash across 

: the main dining room. It's like 

` having dinner in an art gallery 

: with living landscape paintings as 
| your backdrop. 


And you're not just limited to 


| а seat in the main dining room 

: either. Depending on your mood, 

: there's ample outdoor seating 

: dockside as well as a wonderful 

: rooftop bar overlooking the lake. 

: If you arrived by boat (fancy), 

` there's a slip with your name on it 
: with access to a tasty to-go menu. 


Speaking of menus... the 


` only thing more ambitious than 

` 6Smith's footprint is, in fact, its 

: menu. And if my experience is 

: any indication, you'll find yourself 
: planning your next trip before 

| you've even finished your first. 

| Seriously. 


This is a menu ripe with 


: possibility. Lots of juicy, meaty 

| possibility. With something for 

| every appetite. And no matter 

: what direction you go in, whether 
` high-end steak and lobster or 

: low-rent greasy burger and fries, 

| you're in good hands. The quality 
` and thoughtfulness that goes into 
` each plate on our table was appar- 
` ent from the first bite to the last. 


And there were a lot of bites 


| worth mentioning. 


For starters, don't miss black 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 24 
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globally inspired comfort food 


Lunch and Dinner, Tuesday thru Sunday 
Brunch Friday thru Sunday 
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2 for 1 happy hour beer and Wie ` c wow on Facebook 


| $5 happy hour appetizers 
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Follow us @lavmag 


RANDALL S. JOHNSON 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Hennepin Ave. & West 26th Grand Ave. & Fairview 
Minneapolis - 612-874-0481 Saint Paul - 651-698-2346 


Selby & Dale Bielenberg & Tamarack 
Saint Paul - 651-221-9140 Woodbury - 651-209-8182 
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pepper shrimp. They practically 
popped off our plate in tasty Tech- 
nicolor thanks to their pickled 
pineapple, ginger, and black bean 
sauce. 

If like me, you have an unnatu- 
ral relationship with all things ba- 


con, by all means order the bacon : 
; heart. Or anyone with an actual 
: heart condition. 


and bourbon. If, also like me, you 
don't drink, hand your friend the 
bourbon and keep the bacon for 
yourself. Seems a fair trade. 

One of the biggest surprises 


of the entire meal — and favorites : 


of the table by far — were the 
baby back ribs. 6Smith smokes 
their own meat and, my friends, 
as a former Texan I can assure 
you, they smoke it well. The meat 
had just as much flavor as the 
sauce. Were there not a burger 
headed my way, I would’ve eaten 
more than one order myself. 

Lucky for me, however, there 
was a burger headed my way. 

Not just any burger. They call it A 
Fat Burger. This beefy beauty is 
layered with bacon and onion jam, 
Fini cheddar fondue, Neuske’s 
bacon, and American cheese, all 
stuffed between a brown butter 
brioche bun. 

Look, I love burgers. You’ve 
read about my burger tour. I 
would be proud to put this burger 
on my list of favorites. If you too 
fancy yourself a true burger lover, 


make sure to hit up 6Smith for Fat : 
Pants Friday. The name couldn't 


Dive into the cast-iron seared jumbo scallops with poached tomato, potato 
gnocchi, balsamic, beurre monte, and fresno peppers. 


| be any more appropriate. Each 


Friday a monstrous burger of 


` gluttonous proportions is served 
` up in limited quantity. A recent 


version combined, among other 
things, a burger, chicken tenders, 
mac and cheese, and bacon. On 
a bun. This is not for the faint of 


Td also put 6Smith's fries on 


` a best list too. And not just their 


french fries. The beet and sweet 
potato fries deserve lots of warm 
and fuzzy love. Especially when 
dipped in lemon mayo. Frankly, 


` the world needs more lemon 
| mayo. 


If by this point, you've eaten 


` a healthy sum and think perhaps 
` you have absolutely no room for 
| dessert, I urge you to order the 


chocolate brownie sundae. This 
rich, chocolatey, almost custard- 
like brownie — topped with cook- 


` ies and pretzels and Nutella whip 
: — is mandatory. Truly a perfect 
: endto an utterly satisfying meal. 


So satisfying was our meal, 


| dear reader, that I've already 
: made reservations for a return 


visit. In fact, my partner and I 
decided 6Smith is the perfect 


place to celebrate our anniversary | 
later this month. I have my eye оп : 
| aribeye and a certain lobster who | 
` goes by the name Thermidor. 


Ican't think of a better way 


` to celebrate than sitting lakeside 


| ona summer evening enjoying 

: great food. And I can’t imagine a 

` better lakeside with better food ` : 
` than 6Smith in Wayzata. If you too : 
` are looking to flee the metro this  : 
` summer or just want a great night 

` out, join me. 


` 6Smith 

` 294 East Grove Lane 
: Wayzata 

` www.6smith.com 


: No room on the patio? No problem. Mosey on up to the ba . You'll get your N 
` drinks faster that way, anyway, right? 


Lem: 


(Left) The baby back ribs satisfy every smoked meat craving, even that of a 
former Texan. (Right) Black pepper shrimp are an unexpected pop of flavor with 


pickled pineapple, ginger, and black bean sauce. 
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Exclusively available at 


Sec of Фо $ 


747 Lake Street East, Wayzata, MN 55391. Phone 952-404-2020 
www.artofoptiks.com 


THE ONLY THING BETTER THAN А 


GREAT HAPPY HOUR 


TWO GREAT 
HAPPY HOURS 


3PM TO 6PM & 10PM TO CLOSE 


EVERY DAY 
$6 APPETIZERS | $1-$2 OFF SELECT BEERS 
$2 OFF WINE BY THE GLASS & SPECIALTY COCKTAILS 


RED COW 


* fine burgers, beer & wine * 


NOW IN THREE NORTH LOOP MINNEAPOLIS ST PAUL 
208 1st Ave N 3624 W 50th 393 Selby 
612.767.4411 651.789.0545 


TWIN CITIES 
LOCATIONS 612.238.0050 


Two Happy Hours 
7 days a week! 


$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 
$5 Off All Buckets O’ Beer 

$2 Off All Burgers After 9pm 
Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour ~~ 
on Monday & Tuesdays! 3 ~ 
**Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events ~ 
~ WW 4 


fi the ec aer si nel@rdwayal awww: burgermoes.com 


ENJOY YOUR NEXT LUNCH OR DINNER IN ONE OF OUR 

PRIVATE DINING ROOMS. CUSTOMIZED MENUS WITH 

OUR PARTY PACKAGE ARE THE PERFECT PAIRING FOR 
YOUR NEXT EVENT! 


> -—————————< 


Our meeting and event space includes а private 
board room for 10, a semi-private area for 24 
and a private room for 60. You provide the 
hungry guests, pot and forks on us! 


додхо bof, 


The a 
Melting Pot. 


a fondue restaurant 


RESERVATIONS REQUIRED • (612) 338-9900 
80 S. 9TH ST., MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55402 * MELTINGPOT.COM 
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WHY WAY ZATA? 


BY SHANE LUECK | PHOTOGRAPHY BY HUBERT BONNET 


What do you picture when you hear the name "Wayzata"? The jewel of Lake 
Minnetonka. Lakeside village. City with a small-town feel. The city fosters 
different images for different people. According to the city's chamber of com- 
merce, the name Wayzata (pronounced Wise-etta) is derived from the Native 
American word Waziyata, which had almost a mystical connotation to the 


| 


Sioux tribes who originally inhabited the area. "Waziya" was their god of the 


North who blew the cold winds from his mouth. With the suffix "ta" added, 
the name meant "North Shore." 


Though Lake Minnetonka 
was noticed by white settlers in 
1822, it was not until 1852 that 
two pioneer families settled on 
the present site of Wayzata. Over 
the next few years others fol- 


lowed. A townsite was laid out and 
several establishments sprang 
up, among them a general store, 


` a sawmill, a post office, and a log 
| schoolhouse. 


With the help of railroads and 


` tourist trade, Wayzata boomed to 
: be the city you see today. Here, 
` you'll find the latest in lakeside 


fashions, artwork, antiques, and 


; collectibles. And here, you'll find 
i an eclectic assortment of restau- 


: rants that range from casual to el- 
| egant. Most offer lakefront views, 
: and none are more than a stone's 
` throw away from the water. You 

: can watch the cruisers go by or : 
: look out at picturesque clusters of : 
: sailboats. The theater of seasons  : 
` never shuts down. 


In the winter, you'll see ice 


| racers, skaters, and dozens of 

: ice fishing houses. The Wayzata ` : 
Depot, with its exceptional view of ` 
: the lake, still stands as a symbol 

? of the city’s glory years. It is now 
: home to the Greater Wayzata 


4 ` Area Chamber of Commerce and 


There isn't a bad sight to be had in downtown Wayzata — lake views all around! 


: the Wayzata Historical Society. 

: Just 11 miles west of Minneapolis, 
` it's the best place to see Minneso- 
' ` ta's most popular lake. Enjoy the 

: past, present, and future that is 

: Wayzata. It's as good as the good 

` life in Minnesota gets. 


The citizens of Wayzata have 


: a great deal of pride in their 

: lakeside community (just go into 
: any shop and ask about the city, 

` they'll beam with excitement). 

: Wayzata has a thriving downtown 
` business community, high-quality 
: developments in the works, and 

: beautiful residential neighbor- 

: hoods. Careful planning has 

: allowed the city to maintain open 
| space, park lands, and a “small- 

: town" feel that makes Wayzata 

` truly a special and historic com- 

` munity. 


Looking down the main roads 


: downtown at all of the shops and 
: restaurants, I can't help but get 
: aMamma Mia! vibe. You know 
` the one: where the columns and 
| textured, plastered walls bring a 


| sense of calm, serene, seaside life. 
` Even the Walgreens looks like a 
` coastal beach house! 


There's even an artificial 


` boardwalk outside of Gianni's 

` Steakhouse, which has earned а 
; reputation for its juicy 22-ounce 

| porterhouse and 12-ounce bone- 
; in filet mignon topped with the 

` smoothest, creamiest béarnaise 
i sauce in town. Gianni's is the per- 
| fect venue for lunch, or to share 
; aromantic night out, celebrate 

` a special occasion, or simply 

` unwind at happy hour. 


For munchers looking for a 


` more trendy and less classic eat- 

| ery hotspot, check out CoV (lo- 

| cated where Sunsets used to be). 

: This restaurant and bar combines 
` Midwest comfort and hospitality 

` with the unmistakable allure and 

` energy of Nantucket ог the Hamp- 
} tons. The coastal environment 

| and water views transform the 

` Minnesota lakeside into a unique 

` East Coast getaway. The combina- 
| tion of high style and relaxation 

i creates a charming atmosphere 

` that few will want to leave (and 

` being awarded Minnesota's Best 

` Crab Cakes by the Star Tribune 


doesn't hurt either). 
Still have room for dessert? 


Walk on over to Ben & Jerry's for : 


a treat. Seriously — take a walk 
and feel the freshwater seaside 
breeze. Becky Pierson, president 
ofthe chamber of commerce 
says, "Sometimes we have park- 
ing right at our front doors but 
sometimes we have a chance to 
get out and stretch our legs and 
stroll a couple blocks and take in 
the sights along the way." 

Ben & Jerry's has along 
history of commitment to issues 
of social justice, including gay 
rights, and have been support- 
ing marriage equality for over 35 
years. According to the com- 


any’s memo, this commitment is | 
у , 


grounded in the company's core 
values, which include “а deep 
respect for people inside and out- 


side our company and an unshak- | 
able belief that all people deserve : 


full and equal civil rights.” 
Mary Kay Kopp, owner of 

the Wayzata Ben & Jerry’s, 

shares the company’s beliefs 


and says her shop will be car- 
rying the “Apple-y Ever After” 
flavor this summer following the 
company’s rollout of the flavor 
designed for marriage equality 
(the pints feature a male couple 
standing atop a rainbow-decorat- 
ed wedding cake!). But don’t feel 
pressured to try this flavor if it's 
not your cup of tea when there 


are so many others just waiting to : 


hit your taste buds. “Anyone who 
comes into our shop will have a 
great experience,” Kopp says. 
"Our saying here at Wayzata Ben 
& Jerry's is ‘We serve Joy for the 
Belly and Soul.” 

After getting your fill, you're 
going to want to take a walk 
around and visit some shops, 
and Wayzata's got something for 
every occasion. 

Got pets? You'll want to hit up 
LuLu & Luigi. The family-owned 
store is home to an award- 
winning grooming “Pawlour” and 
an enchanting boutique full of 


unique merchandise for dogs and : 


cats. They take pride in bringing 


id 


18, \й 
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you the latest in fashion, collars, 
leashes, supplies, and even a dog 
bakery! So, whether you have a 
cat, purse-dog, or hunting dog, 
there is something for you at 
LuLu & Luigi. 

Maybe you're looking to 
pick something up for yourself. 
For distinctive gifts, home, and 
kitchen merchandise, take a peek 
into Five Swans. Whether you are 
looking to freshen up your home 
or are interested in a fabulous gift 
idea, Five Swans has you covered 
with products that are traditional, 
elegant, unique, and vary with the 
seasons, trends, and customer 


preferences. They guarantee that 
you'll be able to find the perfect 
gift for any occasion. 

Or walk down the road a little 
bit to Grace Hill, a full-service in- 
terior design studio, with a twist. 
You can walk in and purchase 
pieces for your home, or take 
advantage of their design services 
for a custom look. My favorite 
item in the shop? Lafco candles 

CONTINUED => 
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designed with specific rooms in 
mind. 

Lafco (Luxury Articles and 
Fragrance Company) believes 
that a candle should complement 
the mood of a familiar, beloved 
space — and not overpower or 
interfere with it. This sparked the 
underlying concept of their first 
complete home fragrance line: 
the House & Home collection fea- 
tures “А Candle for Every Room," 
and “А Candle For Every Home." 
Lafco uses a custom blend of 
premium vegan waxes, optimized 
to burn cleanly and evenly for 90- 
100 hours. And with a smell like 
Daffodil (Guest Room) or Citrus 
Berry (Breakfast Room), those 
hours might be used up quicker 
than you'd think. 

Don't forget the pamper- 
ing! Ala Mode Boutique & Nail 
Spa uses organic, eco-friendly 
products that are free of Formal- 
dehyde, Dibutyl Phthalate, and 
Toluene — so you can breathe 
easy (and so can the employees). 
A la Mode is an exclusive fashion 


and home accessory boutique 
with a luxurious nail spa that even 
offers male-specific manicures 
and pedicures. Talk about a 
femme night out! 

After a full day of eating, shop- 
ping, and pampering, why not 
stay the night? A new hotel space 
is currently in development. 
Originally designed as a boutique 
hotel — one of the first on Lake 
Minnetonka in decades — along 


"We wondered how we would be treated when 
shopping for wedding rings as a lesbian couple. 
We visited three other jewelry stores before 
going to Wedding Day Diamonds... 

Our sales person, Lindsay, listened 
and helped us find the perfect rings" 


-Dianne S. (Yelp review) 


(Wrong Day 


DIAMONDS 


IT'S YOUR WEDDING DAY 


$50 OFF your wedding band purchase of $350 or more! 
Burnsville | Maplewood | Bloomington | Maple Grove | West End | Eden Prairie 


Offer valid in-store and online. Not valid on previous purchases, trade-ins, Simon G, Verragio, loose diamonds, 
semi mounts, or fashion jewelry. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Limit one per couple. Use promo code: LVD100 
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with retail and office space, the 
design has since grown to include 
residences. Hotels and resorts 
used to dot the shores of Lake 
Minnetonka in the 1800s, with the 
last one closing in 1964. 

"We're getting back to the 
grand ol’ history days of Min- 
netonka," Steve Bohl, president of 
Wayzata-based BohLand Develop- 
ment, told the Star Tribune in 
March, adding that the hotel is es- 


timated to draw 22,000 to 25,000 
visitors to the lakeside city each 
year. "It's almost magical what it 
can create for the community." 

In addition to providing beau- 
tiful new homes to many new, 
as well as longstanding Wayzata 
residents, the development offers 
new stores, retail business' and 
restaurants. “These new additions 
will continue to bring an increase 
in business to the many existing 
shops, spas, and restaurants in 
area," says Mallory Busacker, 
BohLand's marketing director 
and project coordinator. "The 
new Landing Hotel & Residences 
will be a huge asset in Wayzata's 
rapidly growing reputation as 
a vacation and entertainment 
destination. BohLand Develop- 
ment was very fortunate to come 
in as the developer for the Regatta 
condominiums and the soon-to-be 
Landing Hotel & Residences." 

Located in the heart of down- 
town Wayzata, the newly built 
Regatta condominiums offers a 
gracious and upscale lifestyle just 
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steps away from everything this Lake 
Minnetonka town has to offer. As the 
owner of one of only 59 residences you 
will have exclusive access to the rooftop 
terrace kitchen, a dog wash and pet 
area, 24-hour fitness room, and more. 
Just around the corner from the new 
residences is a Lunds & Byerlys Kitch- 


D 


e 
Finest of. Lb UXULY 


en, a first-of-its kind food destination in 

the Twin Cities featuring prepared food 
offerings, a wine and beer bar, a tailored 
selection of groceries and more — all in 


one space. 
As a local company with a vested 
interest in the community, BohLand 
feels that Wayzata has so much to offer. 
“The city of Wayzata is unique in its 
small town feel, incredible amenities, 
strong community engagement, walk- 
ability to nearly everything you could 
need, as well as it’s incomparable loca- 
tion nestled along Lake Minnetonka,” 
Busacker says. “It is quickly becoming 
the lakeside retreat and is one of the 
most convenient and desirable locations 
due to the fact that it is mere miles to 
downtown Minneapolis. Wayzata is the 
gateway to Lake Minnetonka for those 
working, living, or visiting from down- 
town and neighboring suburbs. You 
kind of get the best of everything.” 
Whether looking for some good 
eats, small gifts, or a place to stay, 
Wayzata has it all — and set against a 
gorgeous lakeside backdrop to boot! 
There is truly something for everyone, 
no matter what you're in the mood 
to eat or boutiques to shop away an 
afternoon. So, “Why Wayzata?” The bet- 
ter question is, with everything at your 
fingertips and next to the water, why 
not Wayzata? 


ARQUETTE 
M Prac 


Luxury Apartments 


Lux игу £ 10104 Urban C јотетрогагу С lontemporary Ly estyle 
1314 Marquette Avenue 740 Mississippi River Blvd S ПО West Grant Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 St. Paul, MN 55116 Minneapolis, MN 55403 

612.339.9600 651.698.8866 612.342.0110 
marquetteplace.com 740riverdrive.com onetengrant.com 


Marquette Place, One Ten Grant, and 740 River Drive offer our residents a wide array of amenities, 
including 24-Hour concierge services, chauffeured car service, business centers, fitness centers, 
indoor/outdoor swimming pools and even complimentary continental breakfast Monday-Friday! 


Unfurnished and furnished, Long and short term rentals available. 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 29 


Tour Old Highland tour. Photo courtesy Preserve Minneapolis 


HISTORICAL 
WALKING TOURS 
Through September 19 
Minneapolis, Various Locations 
www.preserveminneapolis.org 
These tours are the best way 
to get to know Minneapolis, to 
experience the city’s diverse 
neighborhoods, and to become 
more familiar with Minneapolis’ 
many historic resources. During 
the summer of 2015, Preserve 
Minneapolis will offer over 20 
unique tours that highlight the 
built, natural, and cultural trea- 
sures found throughout the city. 
Of special note is the return of the 


у Am 
Walking Tour Grove Street Flats. Photo 
courtesy Preserve Minneapois 


SUMMER WHAT 
TO DO 


BY SHANE LUECK 


Queer History tour in September. 
A spot Oscar Wilde stepped off 
a train to visit Minneapolis, the 

place where Josephine Baker 
danced, the original name of 
the Gay 90s (now housed in the 
building shown here, constructed 
in 1921), the first known gay and 
lesbian bars in the city...this tour 
focuses on secrets and important 
sites of significance to the local 

GLBT community. Some sites are 
well-remembered, while others 
have been demolished and are 

largely forgotten. 


ARTIST-DESIGNED 
MINI GOLF 
May 21 – September 7 
Minneapolis Sculpture Garden 
www.walkerart.org/minigolf 


Mini Golf. Photo courtesy Walker Art Center 


Back again for summer 2015 is 
artist-designed mini golf! Players 
will encounter some old favor- 
ites, including Curling Club, Star- 
gazer, and Guess What? Chicken 
Putt!. But even seasoned players 
on the artist-designed circuit will 
have to work to stay under par 
thanks to some surprising new 
holes. And if the choice between 
a round of putt-putt and a wander 
through an air-conditioned 
contemporary art museum is 
driving a wedge between you 
and your loved ones, remember: 
every ticket includes free gallery 
admission (up to $14 value). 
Walker on the Green features the 
Dog House serving all-beef hot 
dogs and beverages. Mini golf is 
extremely popular, so expect a 
wait time, which may be longer 
in the evenings and on weekends 
when the course is busiest. 


INSPIRING BEAUTY: 

50 YEARS OF EBONY 
FASHION FAIR 
May 23 - August 16 

Minnesota History Center 
www.minnesotahistorycenter.org 

View 40 garments from the 
Ebony Fashion Fair including 


pieces from Valentino, Oscar de 
la Renta, Christian Dior, Stephen 
Burrows, Bill Blass, Patrick Kelly, 
Bob Mackie, and others. "Inspir- 
ing Beauty" explores how a world- 
renowned traveling fashion show, 
with works from the icons of the 
fashion world, became a vehicle 
for African American empower- 
ment, pride, and achievement. 
Originally the fashion feature 
in Ebony magazine, the Fashion 
Fair began in 1958 and ultimately 
helped to redefine the concepts 
of beauty, style, and empower- 
ment for African Americans. 
According to exhibit curator Joy 
Bivins, “Fashion was always the 
draw but the opportunity that the 
show provided black women to 
see fantastic fashion on women 
who looked like them was equally 
important. On the Ebony Fashion 
Fair runway, black women were 
the beauty standard." "Inspiring 
Beauty" offers an unprecedented 
chance for visitors who never 
attended the show and Ebony 
Fashion Fair regulars to experi- 
ence the beauty, glamour, and 
excitement first-hand. 


NORTHERN SPARK 
June 13 
Minneapolis, Various Locations 


е www.2015.northernspark.org 


Chloé by Karl Lagerfeld. Photograph by John 
Alderson, copyright Chicago Historical Society. 


On the second Saturday of June, 
tens of thousands of people 
gather throughout Minneapolis 
to explore the city's great cultural 
institutions, play in temporary 
installations in the streets, and 
enjoy experimental performances 
in green spaces and under 
bridges. See the city in a new 
light. Whether it's a projection as 
big as the Mill City Grain Silos or 
a fleet of glowing bikes circling 
Minneapolis Convention Center 
Plaza, the artists of Northern 
Spark shine new light on familiar 
places. By the end of the night 
you'll find yourself with an illumi- 
nated perspective of the places 
you thought you knew. 


MINNESOTA STATE FAIR 
August 27 – September 7 
State Fair Grounds, St. Paul 
www.mnstatefair.org 
Everyone knows that the State 
Fair is the place to get anything 
on a stick, but after you've had 
your fill, then what? So much. 
Notably, taking the stage at the 
Grandstand this year is a vocal 
GLBT ally: Carrie Underwood. 
Following her win on American 
Idol in 2005, she went on to 
become a true multi-format, 
multi-media superstar, spanning 


achievements in music, television, 


Givenchy by Alexander McQueen. Photograph courtesy of Johnson Publishing 


Company, LLC. 


and film. The six-time Grammy 
Award winner has amassed more 
than 95 major honors, sold more 

than 64 million records world- 

wide, and recorded 18 number 
one singles. All of that aside, Un- 
derwood has spoken publicly of 
her support for gay rights (most 


notably marriage equality) and 
the community has embraced her 
whole-heartedly. Did you miss out 
on buying tickets for the sold-out 
performance? No worries, you 
can always hear what's going on 
in the bandstand from outside, 


anyway. B 


У 


~~ 2015 SUMMER 
QUEER MUSIC 


PREVIEW 


BY SHANE LUECK 


Twin Cities queer music fans have long been making the Queer Music Consor- 
tium a success. The Consortium, made up of 5 individual GLBT music organiza- 
tions in the metro area, traditionally performs the first Monday in June. While 
many fans will be disappointed to learn that scheduling conflicts with Como Park, 
there is no need to go without a queer music fix. The organizations that make up 
the Consortium have an exciting summer planned and invite everyone to enjoy 


the sweet sounds of music by and for the community. 


CALLIOPE WOMEN'S 
CHORUS 
www.calliopewomenschorus.org 

You may recognize Calliope 
Women's Chorus from their flash · 
mob at Pine City Pride last year, 
or maybe from MPR’s radio an- 
nouncements of their participa- 
tion in Harmony in the Park. 
If you haven't heard of them, 
you're going to want in on this 
feminist choir. 

^We always have an eye 
toward addressing issues that 
impact women and opportunities 
to sing the work of women com- 
posers," says Artistic Director 
Richard Carrick. 

The chorus’ fall concert 
was ‘Universal Dream: For АП 
Who Seek Dignity, Home, and 
Hope' which included a variety 
of songs from other cultures and 
а focus on immigration issues. 
Their spring concert was just as 
powerful, titled ‘Revolutionary 
Women – Celebrating Women 
Who Change the World’ which 
included pieces about Harriet 
Tubman, Abigail Adams, Joan 
of Arc, Malala Yousafzai, strong 
mothers, and a variety of other 
women who have made waves. 
Both concerts included works by 
women composers including Ab- 
bie Betinis and Joan Szymko. 


“Every concert includes social : 
` justice themes, be it marriage 


equality, gender equality, civil 
rights, immigration, etc.," Carrick 
says. "The repertoire ranges in 


` style, from early chant to popular 
; music, and from classical to 


gospel. Each concert includes a 


: variety of styles." 


Carrick continues, “То- 


: gether, we can make meaningful 
| changes in our world through 


the power of our voices. Our 


} themes include hope, social | 
| justice, change, and equality. Our ` 
i goal is to connect with people on — 


multiple levels and really reso- 


` nate with our audiences." 


Members range in age from 


: college students to retirees, and 


include students, volunteers, 
professors, and those working 


` in and around the Twin Cities in 
` avariety of fields. As a women's 
: chorus, singers include women 


who identify as lesbian, bisexual, 


and straight. 


“What brings us together is 


: a shared passion for music and 


for social justice and our desire 


| to bring about social change 
` through the power of song,” Car- 
| rick says. 


What began as a small group 
of women playing music together 


` informally in 1976, has seen ebbs 


` and flows over the years, shrink- 

; ing to a handful of members just 

| afew years ago. Since the new 

: artistic director, Richard Carrick, 
` joined three years ago, the chorus 
| has grown а lot, both in numbers 
: and in musical quality. As he says, 
| Calliope is once again a choir that 
| sings complex and interesting 

` music with excellence and pride. 

; As the second oldest feminist 

| chorus in the United States (cel- 

` ebrating their 40th anniversary 

` this year), they certainly know 

` how to have fun! From monthly 


: Calliope Women's Chorus. Photo by HM Photography 


ONES слоши 


: potlucks before rehearsals to get 

: to know each other and to social- 

` ize to informal post-rehearsal 

: gatherings in celebration of 

` birthdays, general merriment, 

: holiday parties, post-concert 

: parties, and support for member's 
| extra-curricular activities. 


Auditions are as much for 


: the potential singer to get to 

: know Calliope as for Calliope to 

: meet the singer. Women who are 
: interested in auditioning bring a 
: song to sing for the director and 
| associate director. This can be 


any style and either а cappella ог 
with piano accompaniment, and 
should be chosen to show the 
singer's voice at its best. After 
that, there are some musical and 


pitch-matching exercises. Current : 


members are there to share infor- 
mation about Calliope. The next 
auditions will be August 25 and 
anyone interested should email 
(board @calliopewomenschorus. 
org ) to set up an audition time or 
alternate date. 


MPR's Harmony in the Park 
June 4 

East Central Minnesota Pride 
June 6 

Twin Cities Pride 

June 28 

Jazz in the Vineyard 

July 12 


MINNESOTA 
FREEDOM BAND 


www.mnfreedomband.org 

The Freedom Band has a long 
history as the only openly gay 
band in Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
North and South Dakota, and 
Iowa (something they're proud 
of). They have marched in every 
single Twin Cities Pride parade 
since the Pride festival started. It 
was Ashley Rukes that approach 
some community member to 
form a gay band to march in the 
parade. Thus, the Minnesota 
Freedom Band was born with 13- 
15 people marching in the Pride 
Parade in Minneapolis in 1982. 

Summer 2015 offers a few 
more opportunities to see the 
band perform. The annual Pride 
concert at Lake Harriet Band 
Shell is the Minnesota Freedom 
Band's closing concert for the 
season in terms of the concert 
band. The organization has a 
marching band that performs 
during the summer as well as a 
couple jazz band gigs. The Lake 
Harriet concert has been a staple 
for the group since the band 


: that they played throughout the 
` season while adding a few new 

: pieces to the mix. Fans should 

` also note that the Freedom Jazz! 
` Big Band is performing again at 
` the Twin Cities Pride festival in 

: the park on Sunday. 


"Our Lake Harriet Band Shell 


` Concert and TC Pride Jazz Band 
` performance is more or less a 

` highlight concert of music we 

| performed for the given season,” 
` says Eric Dollerschell-Petry, the 

| band's artistic director. 


Looking forward to fall, the 


` concert band will be doing a 

` tribute to Glee in November. “We 
: want a concert that the audience 

` will recognize the music as well 

| as pay homage to a television se- 

| ries that was entertaining as well 

| as advocating for music education 
: in our schools,” Dollerschell- 

| Petry says. 


Тће concert band has 


| performed everything from 

` Broadway, TV show themes, and 

` standard band repertoire to new 

: works by wind band composers, 

: commission works, Latin music, 
polkas, folk tunes, jazz, rock, soul, 
: funk, and R&B. As Dollerschell- 

: Petry says, "Our likes and 

` dislikes of music are somewhat 

` subjective and not objective." 


Many of the ideas for music 


` literature come from communica- 
: tion with other artistic directors 
: in the Lesbian and Gay Band As- 


5 3 . i sociation as well as being current 
started in 1982, performing music : © 


|. Minnesota Freedom Band. Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


` with band works from publishers 


and other local band directors. 


; For example, the band's last 
: spring concert in April featured 


music from openly gay and 
lesbian composers who write for 
wind bands. 

For this concert, the band 
commissioned a new work from 
an openly gay composer. The 
work was about Edith (Edie) 
Windsor, the outspoken and 


: dynamic advocate for same-sex 


marriage. In 2009, she filed a 
lawsuit challenging the Defense 
of Marriage Act (DOMA). "It 


} was challenging, and yet, the 


music spoke to many of us 


: in the band and the audience 


because of the roller-coaster 


` political journey for our state to 


recognize same-sex marriage," 
Dollerschell-Petry says. 
Overall, there is a lot of 
research that goes into selecting 
music. Dollerschell-Petry spends 


: many hours researching band 


Works, score reading, balancing 
the band's musicianship with the 
number of people in the ensem- 
ble, while trying to keep a good 
handle on balancing the difficulty 
level of the music. He says, "To 
me, the music should be enjoyed 
by the musicians performing the 
concert as well as the audience 
enjoying the finished product. 
'The greatest joy of directing the 
concert band is seeing the excite- 
ment and joy when an individual 


member nails a part in a song 


| or gets moved by the sonorous 
` sound in individual work." 


Тће band is made up of people 
from all walks of life, ranging 


` from lawyers and small business 
` owners to philanthropists and 


individuals who work in large 
corporate companies. You'll even 


| find some college students, moms 
` and dads, music teachers, people 
` with music performance degrees, 


and people who want to come 


` back to playing their instrument 
; after a hiatus. 


With a mission statement to 


` bea GLBT organization that wel- 


comes all musicians to its musical 
ensembles, the band is different 


` from other GLBT music groups 
` in Minnesota because they don't 


have formal auditions. For many 
people just getting back into 


; music, auditions can be intimidat- 
` ing, and the Freedom Band wants 


to be welcoming to others as well 
as make the band a safe space for 
people to enjoy music. The jazz 


} band has an informal audition 
| process, but as for the concert 


band and marching band, they 


: do not hold auditions. As Artistic 
` Director, Dollerschell-Petry does 
| ask an individual's background 

: in music but anyone who is a 
little rusty doesn't need to worry; 


there are some music teachers 


| in the group as well who can give 
: private lessons to help get a per- 
` son to relearn their instrument. 


CONTINUED => 


"The membership of our 
band has been a challenge due to 
work changes, family, and other 
issues," Dollerschell-Petry says. 


“But we manage, and it's the natu- ` 


ral ebb and flow of things." 


Concert Band 
June 22 
Marching Band 
June 28 
Freedom Jazz! 
June 28 


MINNESOTA 
PHILHARMONIC 
ORCHESTRA 


www.mnphil.org 
"We are generally excited to 
spend our first full season with 
our new conductor Alexander 
Platt," says Joe Burling, mar- 
keting committee chair for the 
orchestra. Platt came on at the 
end of last season. 

Although there is one 
concert left in summer, Burling 
is looking forward to November 
already for the children and fami- 
lies concert. *For our November 
concert, we love to give kids 
the opportunity to experience 
classical music in a space where 
they are free to wander around, 
dance, or clap along as we play," 
he says. "And our November 


concert features two female com- : 


posers born in the 20th century, 
which is a rarity for a modern- 
day orchestra program." 

Тће concert in question explores 
forms of water music, starting 
with one of the most famous by 
Handel. The Water Music was 
scored for a larger orchestra to 
be performed on a barge floating 
down the Thames River at the 
behest of King George I. You 
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Minnesota Philharmonic Orchestra. Photos by Matthew F. Mitchell 


: can almost imagine the baroque : orchestra serving the GLBTA ` and living composers. “We аге ап 

` sounds wafting in the wind over : community in the country," Burl- instrumental voice for the GLBTA 

| the waves. | ing says. ` community," Burling says. 

: Kevin Ford, a gay man, | As alluded to earlier, the or- ; As part of its vision, the or- 
founded the orchestra more than | chestra performs classical music chestra seeks to provide diverse 

: 20years ago. “We are in a unique : witha focus on highlighting the — ` arts entertainment of the highest 

: position of being the oldest : talents of GLBT, women, minority, : quality, resulting in increased 
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visibility for the musical talents of 
the GLBT community. This vision 


is reflected in the makeup of its 
performers. The orchestra is 
made up of a diverse group of 
musicians from across the Twin 


Cities who share a joy for playing 
and sharing classical music, wel- 


coming gay and straight players 
alike to its ranks. 

Of course, the orchestra is 
always looking for new play- 
ers. Burling says the audition 
process is very informal and 


those interested in playing should 


contact the the orchestra via 
their website. This love for new 
members has allowed the small 
chamber music group to grow 
to a 50+ member full orchestra, 


and they only hope to grow even 


more. Burling says, "We have 
recently hired a new conductor, 
Alexander Platt, to help us 


continue to grow musically and 
better serve our musicians and 
the community." 


MPO at the Lake Harriet Bandshell 
June 21 


ONE VOICE 
MIXED CHORUS 

Wwww.ovinc.org 
Never one to shy away from a 
challenge, One Voice Mixed 
Chorus is taking on gender and 
gender-stereotypes in their next 
concert, Gender UnChecked. 
“The concert incorporates stories 
and spoken word featuring youth 
from Reclaim (a non-profit serv- 
ing LGBT youth) and gender- 
bending, larger-than-life puppets 


` which we used in our school con- 


certs this spring," says Artistic 
Director Jane Ramseyer Miller. 


One Voice Mixed Chorus. Photo courtesy of One Voice Mixed Chorus 
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One Voice performs across 


: the Twin Cities and each fall in 

` Greater Minnesota. In addition to 
: ticketed concerts, the chorus per- 
: forms at community events, many 
: middle and high schools, and in 

` support of other GLBT organiza- 

` tions and causes. “We also make 

` a point to perform at mainstream 
: (aka ‘straight’) choral events,” 

` Miller says, “because I believe it 

` is important that everyday Min- 

` nesotans know who we are and 

: experience our music.” 


The chorus’ fall concert 


` theme was “Eat, Drink & Be 

` Married" honoring the people 

| and organizations that have made 
: same-sex marriage a reality in 

` Minnesota. “I chose the theme for 
| our Gender UnChecked concert 

| over a year ago before I know that 
: trans and gender-queer rights 

` would be such a prominent issue 


publicly," Miller says. "Great 


: timing and so important in our 
+ community." 


In some ways Miller describes 
her programming as "choral 


: theater.” In addition to incredible 
` choral music (classical, folk- 
: based, international, jazzinspired, 


contemporary), One Voice 
concerts may have spoken poetry 


| or stories woven between songs, 
` video projection, audience sing- 
: along, movement, and instrumen- 


talists. She says, "I have a deep 


: love of global music so you can 

` bet that every concert will have 

: some kind of international reper- 
: toire on the program." 


*You know, Minnesota is the 


` Land of 10,000 Choirs,” she con- 
: tinues. “So I consciously program 
: in ways that are different from 


the 'stand on risers and sing a few 


` songs’ format. I pick a theme or 
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topic that I feel speaks to our mis- 
sion and that will also engage our 
audiences. I may have a few great 
pieces in mind that really inform 
the program initially. For a two- 
hour concert I will probably play 
through and consider over 250 
pieces before selecting the final 
18 that end up on the program. 
I grew up in a Mennonite com- 
munity surrounded by a cappella 
four-part harmony. It is in my 
blood. The Mennonites also gave 
me a passion for peace and justice 
which plays significantly into my 
programming with One Voice." 
Back in 1988, One Voice ini- 
tially welcomed gay men and les- 
bians, but the community soon 
broadened to include singers 
who identify as bisexual, trans, 
and gender-queer. The chorus 
doesn't ask about anyone's 
gender or sexual preference so 
Miller was surprised when they 
did a survey and discovered that 
29 percent of the chorus identi- 


One Voice is a welcoming, pas- 


care about GLBT rights and love 


` community and creating social 
: change by raising our voices in 


: that mission is welcome to join. 
: With members as young as 16 


no limits. 


` grow and change tremendously, 
: from 30 singers to 125 and 


` the chorus with very little musical : 
i experience end up performing : 


: and dancing on stage!” she says. 
: "I hope we continue to improve 


fies as straight. As she describes, : 


sionate community of people that : 
: their Pride booth. Singers need 


to sing great music. 
Their mission is “building 


song” and anyone who shares 


and as old as 78, there truly are 


In Miller’s 20 years as artistic 


director, she has seen the chorus 


the audience size is growing 


` constantly (the chorus performed 


for just under 12,000 people last 
year). “I see singers who enter 


solos, learning to read music, 


our musical excellence each year. 


` Performing this year at the new 


Ordway Concert Hall is symbolic 
of how far we have come.” 

For anyone wishing to join 
the chorus, “singer-friendly” 
auditions are held August 24 
and 25, as well as auditions at 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus. Photos courtesy of Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 


` to match pitch and hold their 

` own voice part in a group of 125 

: singers. "Of course, I need to 

| keep the sections balanced so 

` that limits how many I can accept 
: in each voice part,” Miller says. 

| ‘Right now we're especially beef- 
i ing up our bass section. So hey 

: basses, give us a call and come 

: out to One Voice!” 


What will they tackle next? 


` Following their Pride concert, 

` One Voice encourages you to 

` think American Idol meets Who 
: Wants to Be a Millionaire (only 
` with very gay showtunes) with 

` the Twin Cities’ first Showtune 
` Showdown at the Parkway The- 
: ater. One Voice has challenged 
: The Twin Cities Gay Men's 

` Chorus and The Singers...and 

` may the best chorus win! 


For tickets and audition 


| information, be sure to visit One 
: Voice’s website or look them up 
` on Facebook. 


: the chorus performing for St. 
` Christopher's Episcopal Church 
: in Roseville as part of a fundrais- 
: ing event for the international 


: provides emergency relief and aid 
| projects for communities in need 
` around the world. 


| Gender Unchecked 
} June 13 


Twin Cities Pride 


: June 28 

` One Voice hosts "Showtune Show- 
` down" 

| July 13 


TWIN CITIES GAY MEN'S 
CHORUS 


WWW.tcgmc.org 


` In addition to the three headliner 
` concerts that audiences have 

: come to love each year at Ted 

: Mann Concert Hall, Twin Cities 


Gay Men's Chorus also performs 


` free outreach concerts all over 
} the metro area and the state of 


Minnesota. In fact, June 7 sees 


Episcopal Relief organization that 


“Almost all of our concerts 
are programmed around specific 


` themes,” says Artistic Direc- 

` tor Dr. Ben Riggs. "We have 

| performed concerts featuring the | 
` music of bands like The Beatles 

: and ABBA, concerts around 

: themes like marriage equality 

: and anti-bullying, and concerts 

| presenting brand-new music com- 
: missions like ‘I Am Harvey Milk’ 
by Andrew Lippa.” 


Fans of the chorus know that 


: they aren't tied down to any one 

: genre. The chorus performs 

: music of all types, from classic to 
` contemporary, traditional choral 
` music to new arrangements of 

i popular songs. Riggs says the 

: diverse audiences are drawn to 

: the diversity in programming. 


"The mission of TCGMC is 


| ‘gay men building community 

: through music,” Riggs says. 

| "Whether we are singing Beatles, 
: Broadway, or more traditional 

: choral music, we program and 


perform with the intention of 
touching people's hearts and 


: transforming people's lives with 
: our singing.” 


In a group made up of gay 


men from all backgrounds and ages 
(from age 18 to 70), the numbers 

are always growing. In 35 years, the 
chorus has grown to 170 members 
and has continually raised their artistic 
standard with challenging repertoire 
and newly commissioned music. None 
ofthis growth would have been pos- 
sible, Riggs says, without the generous 
support from the community and the 
chorus' commitment to engaging the 
people of Minnesota through outreach 
and collaboration. 

'The number of members is sure to 
keep growing, as the chorus generally 
holds auditions two or three times a 
year at the beginning of the rehearsal 
period for each concert (September, 
January, and sometimes April). ^We 
are always looking for experienced 
singers as potential new members for 
the Chorus,” Riggs says. 

He continues, "People who aren't 
familiar with us are surprised to learn 
two things: the number of singers in 
our group (currently at 170), and the 
fact that we have been around for 35 
years." 

If you've never heard Twin Cities 
Gay Men's Chorus perform, it's 
time you came out. What better way 
than TCGMC's Pride concert? To 
celebrate Pride and close the season, 
TCGMC will present Popular: А 
Broadway Cabaret. Join the chorus as 
they turn Ted Mann Concert Hall into 
a night club featuring soloists, musi- 
cians, and the men of the Chorus as 
they sing beloved songs old and new 
from Broadway favorites. 


Popular: A Broadway Cabaret 
June 19-20 


Steve Burns, Ph.D. 


Licensed Psychologist * 612-990-0649 


Hours by appointment Tuesday - Friday 


Leg d Convenient Midway Location 
Therapy Center 2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 


Ж Twin Cities 
* Gay Men's Chorus presents 


T: celebrate Pride and close our 34th season, Twin Сібе 
will present/Popular: A Broadway Cabaret. Join us as we 


Concert Hall in to a night club featuring soloists, musicians and the men of 
the Chorus as they sing beloved songs from your favorite Broadway shows. 
From the sultry sounds of Porgy and Bess, to modern showstoppers like 
Wicked, Newsies, Company and Kinky Boots, Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
does Broadway Our Way! 


U of M Tickets & Events: 


612-624-2345 or tickets.umn.edu 
Adults: $25-$53 • 12 & Under: 50% off 


Chorus: 612-339- 7664 { 


tcgmc.org 
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ENJOY OUR OUTDOOR SMOKING PATIO 
JUKEBOX • VIDEO GAMES • 756 POOL TABLES • PINBALL 
DARTS • PULL TABS • ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN: MON.-FRI. З PM-2 AM • SAT.-SUN. 1 PM-2 AM 


Singles Pool 
і ‘TOURNAMENT 


Sun., June 21 • 4 РМ 
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и 
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© NEVER A COVER CHARGE 
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The Ladies of LaFemme 
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à $1LONGISLAND TEAS 
| & $1BAR SHOTS 
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ROTATING DJ'S 
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“SEE YOU LATER” 
how 


Because friends never say Goodbye!!! 
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408 HENNEPIN AVENUE, 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55401 
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OUR LIVES | FAMILY & FRIENDS | ВУ КЕЦУ FRANKENBERG | PHOTOS BY MEGHAN ELIZABETH PHOTOGRAPHY 


& THEN SOME. 


First comes love, then comes marriage, then comes...well, you know the rhyme. But those things can come in any order they 
choose — or we choose — nowadays. And with same-sex marriage, adoption, in vitro fertilization (IVF), and blended families, 
there are sure a lot of possibilities. If you watch ABC Family's show, The Fosters, also on Netflix, you know that there can be many 
different kinds of children in a family such as biological, adopted, and fostered. When | first met my partner, Donna, she already 
had a son from her previous marriage. | met Todd when he was eight. After Donna and | got married, before it was legal, we 
wanted to have a baby together and | wanted to experience being pregnant. But, stating the obvious, we are both women, so we 
can't just wake up one day and say, "Oops honey, we're pregnant!" Hence there is a process which | explain in ту memoir, Diary 
of a Gay, Pregnant Bride. Below is an excerpt from the book: 


Before we got pregnant the gender and use МЕ from a ир two rooms in her house, | planned to use one of her 
we called our future baby girl, ` clinic. | had always wanted a there was no question. brothers as the donor. But 
Michaela, after my dad, Mi- girl, and with my mother sav- Wanting the baby to be deciding which brother to 
chael. We planned to choose ing all my dolls, which filled both of our genes, Donna and ask was difficult. One lived in 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 44 
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SUBARU | SUBAR 
7885 BROOKLYN BLVD | Confidence in Motion 
BROOKLYN PARK, MN 55445 


THE PERFECT PAIR 


2015 SUBARU LEGACY 
2015 SUBARU OUTBACK 


JOINED TOGETHER WITH SUBARU'S 
SYMMETRICAL ALL-WHEEL DRIVE SYSTEM 


OUR BEST PRICE FIRST, COMPLIMENTARY 
CAR WASHES, COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE, 
PROMISE) / PLUS MUCH MORE! 


LIFETIME POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 
INCLUDED WITH EVERY NEW LEGACY! 


763-424-4400 _ brooklynparksubaru.com 


MORRIE'S 
BUY HAPPY 


STOP IN FOR А 4 
FREE TOUR! 5 


dr DOWNTOWN DOGS 


Coming Soon. 


HABITATION’ 


FURNISHING + DESIGN 


HABITATIONDESIGN.COM 
4317 EXCELSIOR BLVD. ST. LOUIS PARK, MN 55416 


Designing beautiful homes for beautiful families. 


WICKED PICTURES SEX-ED 


Let's 


with 


Talk Sex 


Fantasy Gifts, along with Wicked Pictures Contract Star and creator 


of "jessica drake's Guide to Wicked Sex" 
invite you to an intimate evening of sex education. 


After the workshop, enjoy a meet & greet with jessica, complete with 


Ui GD 


Learn tips and tricks to better 
your sex life from a pro 


Get product recommendations 


Ask jessica those questions you'd 
never dare ask anyone else 


From foreplay to oral sex, anal play, even 
BDSM, no topic is off limits. Bring your partner 
for an exciting evening you won't forget. 


6.13.2015 | 7:30 РМ | FREE 


Fantasy Gifts - Burnsville - 2125 W Hwy 13 
RSVP at customerservice@fantasygifts.com 
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“After Donna and | got married, before it was 
legal, we wanted to have a baby together and 
| wanted to experience being pregnant." 


Vietnam, one was in jail, one 
was homeless, and one re- 
cently got married. Vinny, the 
one who got married was the 
youngest and cutest, but he 
was also not fond of going out 
of his way for others and had a 
new wife to consider. 

The homeless brother, Jake, 
was Donna's favorite brother. 
He was honest and kind, but 
life circumstances didn't help 
Jake to fix his situation. He 
ended up living on the streets 
until one winter, cold and with 
nowhere else to go, he agreed 
to let Donna bring him to our 
house. He didn't want to im- 
pose on us and said he would 
rather live on the street than 
inconvenience us, but we had 
room and wanted to help him. 

He lived with us for a year 
before we were ready to ask 
him the big question. 

"Јаке, we have something 
to ask you,” | said to him in 
our kitchen one night. 

"Anything," he said. 

"We don't want you to feel 
obligated and we want you to 
take a while and think about 
it, okay?" 

He smiled awkwardly and 
asked, "What is it?" 

Donna laughed. 

Rolling his cigarettes at 
the table, Jake's hands were 
gentle and careful. 

“We were wondering if you 
would be able to help us have 
a baby by donating some of 
your sperm." 

"Of course. l'd do anything 


Photo by Render Photography 


for you guys." 

“We want you to think 
about it, talk to your wife in 
Vietnam.” 

"| don't need to think 
about it." 

| looked at Donna. She said 
some things in Vietnamese to 
him to make sure he under- 
stood my English correctly. 

"You would just have a 


da 


couple visits to the clinic for 
them to do some tests and col- 
lect a sample,” I said. 

"Sure, no problem." 

Donna and | giggled from 
the awkwardness. 

The clinic process, as we 
found out, was more complex 
when you have a known donor 
and want to pick the gender of 
the child. We were prepared 


for the high costs, but not the 
two three-hour psychologist 
appointments an hour away, 
over three days that we had to 
coordinate with our three work 
schedules. Then there was 

the lawyer we had to go with 
through the company. They 
charged $1,000 just for signing 
the donor paperwork and we 
still had to drive an hour away. 

The appointments started 
becoming too much for our 
schedules and pocketbooks, 
and then there was talk of 
quarantining the sperm for 
several months before we 
could start. Donna and | talked. 

September 2012 

"| don't necessarily have 
any fertility issues, and Jake 
already has two children in 
Vietnam,” | said. 

"| don't care anymore if it's 
a boy or girl," Donna said. 

“| guess we can try on our 
own. And if it'S a boy we can 
save that IVF money for adopt- 
ing a girl in the future. | just 
want to have a baby." 

"ОК, then let's do it on our 
own." 

The entire process became 
very convenient with Jake 
living in our basement. Since 
he was a smoker, | asked him a 
few days prior to ovulating not 
to smoke much. Then on the 
nights we would try he would 
let us know when the cup of 
life was on the table by saying, 
“Ok, I’m going out for a smoke 
now!" 

On the nights we had Todd, 
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Now, that's what we call 
a happy ending. 
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4 274,00 


wo CASH BACK!! 


We LOVE giving our buyers cash back. That's how we roll. 


Suffer Through BigGayNews* 


*#1 Gay News Source on Twitter 


Rob Glynn, Realtor® 


Partner/VP Sales and Marketing 


(612) 290-2941 


“Your newsreader mispronounces words, names, cities, etc.” 
“Some find this endearing, but | find it annoying.” 


Rob@spararealty.com 


“Terrible! Get him some elocution lessons!” 
“The poorly pronounced narration makes it impossible to listen to.” 


BUYERS get 1% CASH BACK. 
SELLERS pay 4.5% LOW RATE. 


“All you hear is the very poor quality of the English language newsreader.” 


Listen to Pierre Tardif’s 
“insufferable” delivery 
of BigGayNews on 


Kudos to Linda Raines  ' 3 3 iTunes' Podcasts. | и 
for compiling the top 5 i 3 


daily stories! Subscribe on iTunes! 


Life is complicated enough without adding food 
and body issues into the mix. Our experienced (Q 
and compassionate staff knows eating disorders, 

often from personal experience, and can help with " 

proven programs tailored to all genders. There is The Emily Program 


hope for lasting recovery. Real help for eating disorders 
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Donna would entertain him 
while | tried my best with a 
4-inch syringe from Target. 
Other times Donna would as- 
sist. | would then elevate my 
lower half afterwards to allow 
gravity to help in the process. 

This went on for seven 
months, once a month. 

"| think we should try two 
days in a row this time," | said, 
after the sixth month. “And I'll 
elevate longer." 

A few weeks later | took 
a pregnancy test and both 
the negative symbol and the 
positive symbol appeared, but 
much too quickly this time. I 
figured it was defective and 
decided to wait. 

A few days later | took an- 
other test and it was negative. 
| tested again later, it was also 
negative. Wanting to be preg- 
nant so badly, | researched 
test results online. | found out 


a test can appear negative if 
you drink a lot of water, which 
| had that day, and also it's 
likely to have false negatives, 
but less likely to have a false 
positive. | waited until morning 
to test again. 

Positive. 

And nine months later a 
little boy we call "Boo Bear" 
was born. First came love, 
then came Todd, then came 
marriage, then came the very 
pregnant bride for the legal 
marriage, then came the baby 
carriage, and more love... B 


Kelly Frankenberg is an artist and 
writer and lives with her family in 

St. Paul, Minnesota. See her books, 
blogs, and artwork at www.kel- 
lyfrankenberg.com, Diary of a Gay, 
Pregnant Bride comes out June 29th. 
See more at www.diaryofagaypre- 
nantbride.com. 


BOULEVARD 


CHIROPRACTIC 


CLINIC, P.A. 


STRAIGHT 


SPINE 


7200 MINNETONKA BOULEVARD ST. LOUIS PARK, MN 55426 


(952) 925-4847 | 
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SPRING DISCOUNT 


$5 off a biking or walking tour, 
good through 6/30/15, code LV2015 


WWW. THEFITTOURIST.COM 


, VERTICAL ENDEAVORS 


Indoor Rock Climbing 
х 


Porsche Cayman GTS. Forever attitude. 


Attitude weighs nothing. So we piled it on. Cayman is a 
sports car concept that pursues performance 
unconventionally. With its mid-engine design, the Cayman 
centers weight low in the chassis, so the car's center of 
gravity is directly beneath the driver seat. The connection 
between car and driver is pure and undiluted. Test drive 
Looking forward to climbing with you again soon! one today. 


Experience the thrill of the i aia BI 
2540 Nicollet Avenue South / 612.436.1470 = 


855 Phalen Boulevard / 651.776.1430 Porsche Of Minneapolis 
9191 Wayzata Blvd. 


Minneapolis, MN • 763-710-6040 “ 
WWW.VERTICALENDEAVORS.COM minneapolis.porschedealer.com PORSCHE 


ex"? 


FALLS ARE THE LEADING CAUSE 
OF TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY FOR 
CHILDREN AND ADULTS. 


CTT 


you see cuts & ттш 
we see a brain injury. 


TREATMENT BEYOND THE OBVIOUS 


> Hennepin County Medical Center | hemc.org/braininjury 


More Information [612-873:3284 
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Chana Rothman. Photo courtesy of Chana Rothman 


Chana Rothman, Rainbow 
Train 
Philadelphia-based singer/ 
songwriter Chana Rothman 
was unsure what to do when 
her son, a toddler, asked to 
wear a dress to school. She 
searched for children's music 
rooted in messages of gender 
freedom to engage in positive 
parenting but came up short. 
After reaching dead end after 
dead end, Rothman decided to 
write her own album on gender 
identity and expression: the 
groundbreaking Rainbow Train, 
which debuted May 5. 

Rainbow Train, Rothman's 
first children's album, offers 
guidance to parents and teach- 
ers who want to support 
healthy gender development 
by disarming the gender binary 
that society currently imposes 
on us all. 

"Today's young people need 
songs that show them all the 
choices and possibilities that 
they are allowed to become," 
Rothman says. "The more 


they can see beyond the ‘pink’ 
and 'blue' that gets pushed on 
them, the happier and more 
confident they will be. This 
goes for adults, too." 

A soundtrack for gender 
liberation, Rainbow Train 
covers all the bases — anti- 
bullying, love, acceptance, and 
pride — and strives to create 
a world where children are 
free of the expectations and 
pressures embedded in gender 
constraints and stereotypes. 

It also harks back to the mid- 
1970s’ Free to Be... You and Me 
by Marlo Thomas and Friends, 
which served as inspiration for 
her album, Rothman notes. 

Though created for chil- 
dren, the album is musi- 
cally advanced, full of catchy 
hooks and melodies that adults 
won't mind listening to on 
repeat. Rainbow Train has a 
style for everyone: folk, ballad, 
hip-hop, disco, pop, spoken 
word, rock, Latin jazz, and chil- 
dren's voices in dialogue. 

With this album, Roth- 


RAINBOW RESOURCES 


man aims to affirm and 
celebrate the many different 
ways to express gender; attach 
a relatable voice to a growing 
gender-freedom movement; 
open a dialogue based on 
respect, honesty, and kindness; 
and provide a usable, dance- 
able tool that can create social 
change. "Dress Up and Dance" 
is a particularly notable track 
that both children and parents 
can relate to and perhaps use 
as a tipping-off point for a con- 
versation on individuality and 
being respectful of others. 


Available on CD Baby: www.cdbaby. 
com/cd/rainbowtrain 


More Happy Than Not 
Part Eternal Sunshine of the 
Spotless Mind, part Aristotle 
and Dante Discover the Secrets 
of the Universe, Adam Silvera’s 
extraordinary debut confronts 
race, class, and sexuality 
during one nearfuture Bronx 
summer. Silvera’s is one of the 
most authentic voices in young 


adult fiction today. He was a 
bookseller before shifting to 
children’s publishing where he 
worked at a literary develop- 
ment company, a creative writ- 
ing website for teens, and as a 
book reviewer of children’s and 
young adult novels. 

Silvera has a lot in com- 
mon with Aaron Soto, his 
protagonist. Both grew up in 
a one-bedroom apartment 
in the Bronx, with a distant 
brother and an overworked, 
single mom. And both have 
to navigate the dangerous 
business of coming out as gay 
in a culture of machismo and 
violence. Aaron undergoes a 
memory erasure procedure at 
the Leteo Institute in response 
to the prejudices in his com- 
munity, to try to be “normal.” 
Not surprisingly, trying to bend 
himself to those expectations 
doesn't solve anything. More 
Happy Than Not lends a neces- 
sary voice to the literary world 
where #WeNeedDiverseBooks 
has become a rallying cry. 

Silvera will also be at Ad- 
dendum Books in St. Paul for a 
stop on his book tour on June 
16. Stop by and meet the au- 
thor behind one of YA fiction’s 
best GLBT novels. 


| 


ADAM 
SILVERA 
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Visit our Facebook page 
Big Gay Moose Softball Team 


MINNETONKA € 
DENTAL 


Dr. Isaac Bar, DMD 
952-474-7057 у 


Dentist Minnetonka | Cosmetic Dental Office | Family Dentist MN | Minnetonka Dental 


y «c Bar DMD 
у Antal ало 


Cosmetic Restorations • Root Canals • Dental Implants • Clear Braces 
Most Dental Insurance Accepted 


A 
Near HWY 101 and 7 IN Minnetonka 17909 Delton Ave., Minnetonka MN 55345  www.minnetonkadental.com 


KLINE 
NISSAN 


Kline Cares 


About our 

About our Kline Family... 
About our Community... 
About our 


ENHANCING YOUR CAR BUYING EXPERIENCE. 


For special pricing, contact me directly. 


Jessica Katz 
General Manager 


OUR ADDRESS: 

3090 Highway 61 North 
Maplewood, MN 55109 
651-379-4300 


SALES HOURS: 
Monday - Thrusday 8:30 am - 9:00 pm 
Friday - Saturday 8:30 am - 6:00 pm 


SERVICE & PARTS HOURS: 
Monday - Thursday 7:00 am - 8:00 pm 
Friday 7:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Saturday 7:30 am - 3:30 pm 
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OUR HOMES 


RIDE REVIEW | BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS COURTESY OF HYUNDAI MOTOR AMERICA 


2015 Hyundai Santa Fe Sport 


Let me cut through the confusion here: 
Тћеге are two Hyundai Santa Fes. Let me ex- 
plain. 

A year-and-a-half ago, Lavender reviewed 
the bigger, three-row version of the Santa Fe. 
Now, we received the smaller, two-row Sport 
model just as Hyundai announced its plans to 
create a three-crossover strategy, including the 
new 2016 Tucson coming this summer. 

'The differences between the two Santa Fes 
go beyond how many rows of seats are avail- 


able. The three-row version is powered only by 
V6 engines, while the two-row Sport are only 
powered with four-cylinder engines. 

Does it make any difference which Santa Fe 
to get? And, which one would fit our lifestyle 
better? 

'Though the bigger Santa Fe is more pur- 
poseful and handsome, the Sport is a better 
looking vehicle. It simply looks sporty. Size- 
wise, it fits being a two-row active crossover. 
Тће rear end has a rakish slope to it, befitting 


its purpose. Throughout the exterior, there is a 
tightness to the Sport — gym-toned and ready 
for action anywhere. 

This image is enhanced by the tasteful 
amount of chrome found on this AWD 2.0T 
Ultimate package model. Though sporty, the 
chromed grille, door handles, and accents 
bring out an upmarket style to this sporty go- 
anywhere machine. Brighter 19-inch wheels 
complement this white vehicle, again feeding 
into the upmarket style outside. 
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Тће upmarket feel continues inside. A 
beige/brown two-tone is accented by satin- 
chrome and blonde wood finishes. Perforated 
leather invites us to enjoy the Ultimate pack- 
age and its luxurious cabin, something that re- 
minds us of the current Genesis sedan. Famil- 
jar Hyundai switches, instrument gauges, TFT 
information screen, and the touchscreen on the 
center stack invite the Santa Fe Sport owner to 
truly relax and enjoy this ride. 

'The seats are on the firm side and lack deep 
bolstering. However, they are fine for running 
around town and beyond. Power adjustments 
are available for lumbar, recline, rake, and 
height to provide better comfort for most driv- 
ers. Rear seat room is also adjustable for rake 
and recline. I found that if you push the seats 
back, you can get five adults to ride along in the 
Santa Fe Sport. Cargo room is expansive; yet 
tall, square boxes would have to work with the 
slope of the roof at the rear. For basic luggage 
carrying, it is quite accommodating. 

BlueLink anchors an infotainment/telemat- 
ics system that is quite good. A backup camera 
is available with rear parking assist sensors. 
Navigation is accurate and Bluetooth pairing is 
very quick. Infinity offers a Logic 7 surround 
sound system buoyed by 12 speakers making 
the Santa Fe Sport into a concert hall. 

The finishing touch is the available pan- 
oramic roof. Believe me when I say this: it re- 
ally makes the smaller Sport cabin a lot more 
airy and light when the shade is pulled back. 
Again, this feeds into the upmarket feel of the 
Santa Fe Sport. 

As mentioned before, Sport models come 
strictly with four-cylinder engines. Choosing 
the 2.0T model offers up a turbocharged 2.0-li- 
ter engine designed for getting anywhere a 
bit quicker. With 265 horsepower on tap, the 
Turbo turns the Sport into a mile-grabbing ma- 
chine. Add a six-speed automatic transmission 
and the all-wheel drive system, and it simply 
is a smooth driving vehicle. There is turbo lag 
present on occasion — passing maneuvers and 
on-ramp climbs — but not enough for the Santa 
Fe Sport to be carved up by a weaker vehicle. 

'Though the Sport may be smaller in dimen- 


sions than its larger three-row brother, it actu- 
ally rides as nice as the three-row Santa Fe. It is 
smooth, with some road feedback on rougher 
surfaces. However, the dampers are excellent 
in keeping things balanced on any surface. It 
is a nice riding two-row crossover. Handling 
reveals a tinge of roll and lean through the cor- 
ners. On subtler turns, it corners near flat. 

Steering is quite good. The trick to keeping 
the on-center feel perfect is to switch the Driv- 
er Selectable Steering Mode button to Sport. 
Otherwise, the turns are good and response is 
precise. Brakes are also good, with solid stops 
in normal and panic situations. 

One thing to consider in a crossover is fuel 
economy. Even with the turbo, I was able to 
manage 22.8MPG on the average. That is bet- 
ter than the combined figure Hyundai said is 
Santa Fe Sport 2.0T would get. 

Тће Santa Fe Sport is actually priced well 
for its class, starting at $24,950 for a front-drive 


model with the standard 190-horsepower 2.4li- 
ter engine. Step up to the turbo, and that price 
jumps to $31,250. This all-wheel drive Ultimate 
2.0T tester came with a sticker price of $38,350. 

The Hyundai Santa Fe Sport is really a good 
two-row crossover. It is handy for every situa- 
tion: the daily commute, road trip out of state, 
and a night out on the town. Not to mention, 
the Santa Fe Sport is a stylish machine that fits 
with our lifestyle quite nicely. 

That pretty much answers which Hyundai 
Santa Fe fits our lifestyle. Most GLBT consum- 
ers of crossovers and SUVs are mainly looking 
for two-rows of seating and expandable cargo 
space for anything and everything. They also 
want a mix of ample performance, fuel econ- 
omy, ease of drive, and something that gets 
around without too much burden. Taking all of 
this under consideration, it sound like that we 
want the Santa Fe Sport. 

That was an easy decision. B 
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2 ROOSTERS 


MEN’ GROOMING CENTER 


RESTORE. REVIVE. REFUEL. 


Fur Ba Ballers 


The experience brings you bock, ` 


Services Provided 


• Precision Haircuts • Signature Shaves 
• Color Treatments • Gift Cards Available 


The West End Minnetonka Crossing Woodbury City Center 


Sanday. May 30 • 10am-1pm • $8 per person 1683 West End Blvd. 6001 Shady Oak Rd. STE 160 1960 Donegal Dr 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 Minnetonka, MN 55343 Woodbury, MN 55125 


Includes pancakes, scrambled eggs, Live auction of a 2-person cabin on a (763) 546-1140 (952) 935-0505 (651) 348-6676 


sausage and orange juice or coffee Brand cruise to Costa Rica, Cartagena A пети у и 
and Panama Canal ($11,200 value) Online booking click: ROOSTERSMGC.COM/LOCATIONS 


Union's notorious $10 
“Bottomless” Mimosas H 1 ON = 
flowing 10am-2pm TEM UNION BrandZ= LAVENDER 


ROOFTOP 


i facebook.com/RoostersMensGroomingCenter 


THE classic AMERICAN BARBERSHOP 
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* EXPERIENCED 
= ADVERTISING 
W ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE 
WANTED 


Work as an 
Advertising 
Account 
Executive for 
Lavender Media. 


Great 
Commission! 
Fun working 
environment! 


LAVENDER 


Send your cover letter 
CAR WASH & LUBE CENTERS and resume to: 


For a location near you visit: mistercarwash.com barry@lavendermagazine.com 


"Mister 


HOTSHINE 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ACUPUNCTURE 


The Balancing Act Acupuncture & 
Massage. Doing what you love is your 
job. Keeping you in Balance is ours. 
Trans* friendly. 1409 Willow Street, Ste. 
415, Minneapolis. (612) 584.9967 www. 
thebalancingactmn.com 


COFFEE SHOPS 


Fireroast, a  gay-owned community 
coffee shop. Food & coffee created by 
a staff that cares! Meeting Space with 
a gender neutral restroom. 3800 37th 
Ave S, Minneapolis. (612) 724-9895, 
www.fireroastcafe.com. 


EMPLOYMENT 


Pet Yard Pick-Up, Inc. seeking year round 
Independent Contractor. Normal work 
week, outdoors. Vehicle required. Metro 
area including suburbs. Deadline June 
5th. Gail or Мук: (612) 788-8390 ог email 
resume petyard(dpetyardpickup.com. 


EVENT PLANNING 


Fotobox photo booths are perfect for any 
event. Our professional attendant will 
guarantee your guests have a great time. 
Large booth, props, & everyone gets 
a print. www.fotoboxlive.com/twincities, 
(612) 246-3711. 


COTTAGE HOUSE • Ап Occasional 
Market • Next sale: GARDEN FLING - 
JUNE 10, 11, 12, 13, 14. Wed 1-7, Thur- 
Fri 10-7, Sat-Sun 10am-ópm • 4304 
Chicago Ave. 5. Minneapolis, MN. 
www.thecottagehousempls.com. 


JEWELERS 


Read our reviews! At Uniquely Yours 
Custom Designed Jewelry, we create 
unique engagement & wedding rings, 
& more! Expert jewelry restorations 
&repairs. Passion fuels everything 
we create. READ OUR REVIEWS! 
www.uniquelyyourscustomjewelry.com, 
(612) 746-0508. 


OFFICIANTS 


Officiant for your personalized sacred 
ceremonies: weddings, memorials, baby 
blessings, home blessings. Contact Diana 
Hansen, a joyful, creative New Thought 
minister at revdmhansen(dyahoo.com or 
(651) 999-9049. 


REAL ESTATE 


535 Oakways Road, Minnetonka. 2 BR, 3 
BA, 2 car garage, 2256 fsf. Cottage style 
A-Frame with floor to ceiling windows in 
2 story LR. Completely updated. $399,000. 
Peggy James, Coldwell Banker Burnet, 
(952) 240-6488. www.cbburnet.com. 


CASH BACK HOME PURCHASE! Top 
Minneapolis Gay Realtors Represent You. 
FREE! Choose your Perfect Agent On-Line 
* Receive up to $2500 VISA Gift Card! www. 
GayRealEstate.com/perk ог Toll Free: 
.888.420.MOVE (6683). 


1375 Waterford Drive, Golden Valley. 
Executive former model townhome, 
soaring ceilings, dark cherry floors, 
enameled woodwork. Granite center 
island. Stunning master! Private patio. 
PRICE SLASHED $579,900. Peggy James: 
(952) 240-6488. pjames(acbburnet.com. 


SOLAR ENERGY 


Life. Powered by the sun. Reduce your 
electric bill with Energy Concepts. Great 
incentives available now for limited time 
for solar electric and thermal! Call for 
free evaluation. www.EnergyConcepts.us, 
(715) 381-9977. 


SPORTS & RECREATION 


Join in the fun where you leave 
your troubles апа clothes behind. 
Visit Two Creeks Clothing Optional 
Campground, just north of the Twin Cities. 
Visit 2Creeks.com or call (763) 250-1122. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


Stephen Parish C.M.T - (612) 875- 
6677. Therapeutic Massage, www. 
stephenparishmassage.com. $50 for 60 
min. or $75 for 90 min. Now accepting Visa 
and MasterCard. 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis (а (612) 306-6323. 


WEDDING PLANNERS 


The Crown Room Banquet Center- holiday 
parties, corporate events, wedding 
receptions, and more! An incomparable 
experience complete with outstanding 
food and professional staff to cater your 
event needs. TheCrownRoomRogers.com, 
(763) 428-8181. 


For other local 
numbers call: 


952193818700 
0763122612929 


612746577255 
651:305.2737 


FREE to listen 
and reply to ads! 


FREE CODE: Lavender 


1-888-MegaMates" 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888) 634.2628 18+ 02013 PC Ш.С MegaMatesMen.com 2446 


Walker Art Center 


89. De oit 


Saturday 6/20 


Sunday 6/21 


Belle & Sebastian , Modest Mouse 


Conor Oberst Babes in Toyland 
Courtney Barnett Seun Kuti & Egypt 80 
Lucius JD McPherson 
thestand4rd The Ghost of a Saber Tooth Tiger 
Get a FULL YEAR of LAVENDER е {а Saber Tot 


Tickets available at Etix.com. rockthegarden2015.com 


Walker Art Center and 89.3 The Current® present Rock the Garden 2015. 


PRAIRIE talenti. 
e a 


i The Minneapolis Sculpture Garden is a project of 

= the Walker Art Center and the Minneapolis Park & 
i 

i 

B 


Recreation Board. 


LavenderMagazine.com/ subscribe ro 
26 Issues at $0 + 3rd Class Mailing = $1 PER ISSUE ы 


Rock the Garden is proud to be a zero-waste event in 
partnership with Eureka Recycling. 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING & BOOKKEEPING GUN SHOPS HOME SERVICES 


*Fully stocked firearms dealer ea D> Ra 

«Indoor shooting facilities l 9 na р 

e Training courses hem 
Robbinsdale, ММ. 763-533-9594 construction inc. 


Karen R Palm CPA CFP 
TAX preparation 

FEE ONLY financial planning 
NO product sales 


612-379-1393 
www.palmkcpa.com 


Circle Pines, MN • 763-792-4867 


Hudson, WI - 715-690-1198 WE SPECIALIZE IN e ` d 


www.billsGS.com Roofing Remodeling 
Siding Insulation 
Windows Home Energy Efficiency i 


. CALL US 
612-888-8МАР (7627) 


Family Owned & Operated Struggling with | Set 
Е dee LS H = = = 
Take the 1st step & call 
PRIDE Institute, the nation's 1st, ARCHITECTURE. 


exclusive, LGBT treatment center 


Call PRIDE today. IDE 
952-934-7554 . INSTITUTE 


(HAGENS 2222 ) = 


FREE Estimates • All Insurance Accepted HOME SERVICES 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 
28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


WWW.HAGENSAUTOBODY.COM 


PAUL WILLIAMS 


TIRE AND AUTO SERVICE 


An award winning automotive shop in Uptown 
510 W. Lake St., Minneapolis e 612-823-8255 


www.paulwilliamstire.c 


residential | commercial 


612.870.4081 shelterarchitecture.com 


Visit our Showroom in Eden Prairie or 
Shop over 100,000 light fixtures at 


. 612-205-5618 ` lightn-up.com/promotions 
ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 


Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming • Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage • Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive PLUMBING * HEATING - COOLING 


for Lavender Media, leaders у ^ ЕСАКЕ 
in GLBT marketing and events. We're your expert home heating, HOM 


Send your cover letter cooling and plumbing company. RESTORATION e RENOVATION 
and resume to: 612-424-9349 MAINTENANCE • REPAIR 


barry@lavendermagazine.com uptownheatingandcooling.com CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING + PLASTERING 
No phone calls please. BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS « PATIOS 


FREE ESTIMATES 
Your Complete Professional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELING.COM 
TODD OR Lee 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


Serving you for 100 years! S=SiNcE 1914 


ODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR | 
V arden ag = 3 2 INSURANCE 
d j G. Xour Friendly Neighborhood pe 6 1 2-12 1 -4080 
ew» StateFarm 


Davina Baldwin 


FLORIST 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


Flowers enhance your 


summer barbeque! wwwdavinabaldwin.com 
WWW.SODERLIN.COM 763.535.4788 
651-646-7244 Sm, 6262 Boone Ave. N. 


www. g a rdenofeva „п et Licensed, Bonded & Insured Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 EE 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 
Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 
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THE NETWORK 
p 


INSURANCE 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 


swolfson@farmersagent.com 


REA 


nwalker@cbburnet.com 


612.827.9537 aa 


RMR =e) 

ак <> , 

612-805-8880 The rth god eg $ | 
scottbelcher.com 


SCOTT HAUBRICH Ё 
BROKER 
612-298-5400 


SCOTT@BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


REALTOR’ 

BRIDGE BETWEEN BUYERS AND SELLERS" 

p:612-232-5527 

p e:DonavonKeeneyGedinarealty.com 
n 


my 


4 
Edina Reay. [rte 


Advertise your business in 


<) THE NETWORK 


Call 612-436-4698 


PRESENTED BY 
LENDER Bird nep „ЕУ. 


Join us before the game for the official pre-party at the Tin Whiskers Taproom. 
Only ? blocks from the stadium. 
5:30-?pm e 125 E Sth St. St. Paul, MN 


TIN® 
WHISKERS 


500 Tickets іп a Special Reserved Section 


YOUR TICKET INCLUDES: 
Reserved seating in the beautiful new CHS Field 
Great view of the game + Pre-game party 


OUT IN THE STANDS TICKETS: $25 
Order your tickets at LavenderMagazine.com/summerofpride 


ALSO SPONSORED BY 


ELITE МР 


PRIVATE SEARCH Bloomington • 
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Community Connection 
brings visibility to local GLBT- 
friendly non-profit organiza- 
tions. To reserve your listing 
in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 
Hazelden Betty Ford 
Foundation 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease 
of addiction. 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7810 


www.hazelden.org 


ADOPTION SERVICES 


Pinehaven Youth and Family 
Services, Inc. 

Foster Care and Adoption 
Agency serving a rainbow color 
of families. Training and support 
provided. 

P.O. Box 667 

Brainerd, MN 56401 (statewide) 
320-630-7340 or 218-821-1480 
www.pinehaven-mn.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 
AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 
(800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day health / mental health 
treatment program for adults living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th St., Ste. 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
page/park house home 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Red Door Services CAPS 
Program 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic. Get connected to HIV care, 
support, and services. 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-3307 


www.capsprogram.org 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 


hiv.umn.edu 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 
commerce working to invigorate, 
build and partner for a diverse 
business community. 

(612) 399-6827 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


CONVENTION & VISITORS 
BUREAUS 


Meet Minneapolis Convention 
& Visitor Association 

Meet Minneapolis markets 
Minneapolis as the premier 
convention, leisure, weddings and 
group destination. 

250 Marquette Ave. S. #1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 767-8000 


www.minneapolis.org 


EVENT VENUES 

American Swedish Institute, 
The 

Luxurious Turnblad Mansion, sleek 
Nelson Cultural Center - perfect 
settings for your next event, big or 
small. 

2600 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3368 


www.asimn.org 


Minneapolis Municipal 
Building 

Exchange your wedding vows 
surrounded by stained glass 
windows & carved Italian 

marble. Intimate. Historic. Classic. 
350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 596-9518 
www.municipalbuildingcommission. 
org/ Weddings 


The Woman's Club of 
Minneapolis 

Providing a splendid retreat for 
outstanding women and men since 
1907. 

410 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(651) 813-5300 


www.womansclub.org 


McNamara Alumni Center 

An architecturally-stunning venue on 
the University of Minnesota campus. 
D'Amico Catering, parking ramp, 
adjacent hotel. 

200 Oak St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 624-9831 


www. mac-events.org 


FOUNDATIONS 


The Minneapolis Foundation 
Celebrate with us a century of civic 
engagement, diverse community 
building, and prosperity for all. 
www.mpls100.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 


www.familytreeclinic.org 


Reclaim! 

Working to increase access to 
mental health support for queer and 
transgender* youth. 

3217 Hennepin Ave. S., Ste. 2 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 235-6743 
http://www.reclaim-lgbtyouth.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 


www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your vacation 
plans. 

www.mnhs.org 


MUSIC 


MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
classical music, and emerging artists 
on our ћгее regional services. 

480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 290-1500 


www.mpr.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 770 


Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 

Cantus 
“The premier men’s vocal ensemble 
in the United States.” - Fanfare 
Magazine 

1221 Nicollet Ave., Ste. 231 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 435-0055 


www.cantussings.org 


Children's Theatre Company 
North America's flagship theatre 
for young audiences and families, 
offering year-round live theatre for 
ages 2-18. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 

The Cowles Center is the Twin 
Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 206-3600 


www.thecowlescenter.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Musicals and plays about the 
people and events that make up the 
American experience. 

30 E. 10ћ St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4944 


www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for 
developing artists and new work 
while sparking conversation about 
challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 
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Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 822-7063 


www .JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for 
artistic excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 
program. 

1501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating 
innovation in the arts, performance, 
and academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


One Voice 

Minnesota's LGBTA Chorus. 
Building community and creating 
social change by lifting our voices 
in song. 

732 Holly Ave., Ste. Q 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 298-1954 


www.www.onevoicemn.org 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 


www.ordway.org 


Phoenix Theater 

Comedy, Tragedy, and the stuff in 
between. Offers theater, music, late 
night events, and more. 

2605 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 377-2285 


www.phoenixtheatermpls.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hre.org 
www.hrc.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


All God's Children 
Metropolitan Community 
Church 

A radically inclusive community 
committed to being All God's 
Children FOR all God's children! 
3100 Park Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agemcc.org 


Central Lutheran Church 

We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love of 
Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, 
peace, community and proclaiming 
God's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 


www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fecminneapolis.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

It’s a new day at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Hospitality. Beloved Community. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


New Life Presbyterian Church 
Inclusive Christian faith community 
daring to live in Jesus’ transforming 
love. Come and see. 

965 Larpenteur Ave. W. 

Roseville, MN 55113 

(651) 488-5581 


www.newlifechurchroseville.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

St. Mark’s Welcomes You. 

519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, 
MN 

(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 
Church (ELCA) 

Wingspan Ministry, Pastoral Care 
for the GLBT community, Education, 
Music, Witness and Advocacy 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 55104 
(651)224-3371 


www.stpaulref.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all 
people regardless of sexual 
orientation or gender identity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Distinctive 
lodging. Shop / Dine / Cruise / Art 
Galleries / Nightlife. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-1717 


http://www. DiscoverStillwater.com 


Explore Minnesota 

Celebrating the unique experiences, 
great places & rich culture that can 
only be found in Minnesota. 

121 7th Place E 

Metro Square, Ste. 100 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(888) TOURISM 


www.exploreminnesota.com 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. 
Hotels and B&Bs. Attractions and 
events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 


www.visitduluth.com 


2005 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 


WWw.mnzoo.org 
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OUR VOICES 


DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


о То Hell, Science 


Some days I get very mad at science. Some 
days I feel like telling science to go straight 
to hell. 

Like today, for example. It was announced 
that scientists have decided that Brontosaurus 
was а real dinosaur. This is after decades of tell- 
ing us that we (non-scientists) were imbeciles 
for thinking that this creature was different 
from a dinosaur called Apatosaurus. 

Let me give you a timeline of how this mess 
happened. Over a century ago, scientists an- 
nounced that they found fossils for two differ- 
ent dinosaurs: Apatosaurus and Brontosaurus. 
'Then, decades later, they said the fossils were 
from the same animal — not from separate 
animals — and — guess what! — they're both 
named Apatosaurus. Science — that sadistic 
bastard! — knew that we were all much more 
familiar with Brontosaurus because of The 
Flintstones, but selected the other name just to 
make us all look stupid. 

And, now, with absolutely no apology, science 
announces that Brontosaurus really did exist so 
we can go back to acknowledging them again. 

Well, you know what science? I don't care 
what you say because I never stopped calling 
them Brontosaurus. What's more, I still re- 
fer to Pluto as a planet, and I let water boil or 
freeze at whatever temperature it damn well 
chooses. You know why, science? Because I'm 


tired of letting you run my life. 

I know what you're thinking: Science is 
good! It's logical! If it weren't for science 
there'd be no internet or sugar substitutes! 
Smart people love science! So, if I don't like sci- 
ence, I must be: 

a.) Areligious wacko; or 

b.) Stupid. 

And, yes, in most cases, I'd agree that peo- 
ple who hate science are all the above. But just 
because you get mad at science doesn't mean 
you don't believe in it. I do believe in science! 
I'm absolutely fine with the idea that I evolved 
from an ape! Global warming is happening and 
it's scary! I’m really worried about the fate of 
polar bears! 

But, sometimes, science goes too far and 
acts like a bully and an arrogant jerk. And that's 
when I get mad and threaten to stop believing 
in gravity. 

What typically sets me off is when science 
kills my dreams. 

Science loves magic — but only the magic 
it creates and can explain in an insufferably 
smug and reasonable manner. Science seems 
to relish the opportunity to debunk the ethe- 
real things that make us feel hopeful, thrilled, 
and alive: like God and love. 

Excited that near-death experiences may 
prove the existence of an after-life? Oh, silly 


fool, says science. That's simply a hallucina- 
tion caused by insufficient oxygen to the brain. 
Тћеге is no God, you backward, primitive idiot. 
And then science rolls its eyes and sighs dra- 
matically before launching into a lecture about 
the Theory of Relativity, which it wields as a 
theoretical weapon to destroy any notion of 
faith, spirituality, or soulfulness. 

Euphoric because you're in love? Get a grip, 
says science. Love isn't a real thing. Then sci- 
ence scans your brain and takes a blood sample 
to demonstrate how you've been chemically 
manipulated into temporarily thinking that 
it's a really good idea to purchase a sectional 
couch with someone you barely know. This 
won't end well, clucks science. And you'll lose 
a lot of money on that couch. 

Is science right about this stuff? Sure, but 
who cares? Why must science ruthlessly dis- 
card the fun and mystery of life by plugging 
any joyful element into an equation in order to 
create a tidy explanation? 

Science should stick to finding cures for 
cancer, feeding the hungry, and developing 
better technology so we can finally kill off 
Comcast. 

As we've seen, science doesn't know every- 
thing. It was wrong about the Brontosaurus. So 
why would I trust it to explain away the vaga- 
ries of my heart and my soul? B 
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LAVENDER [опе Ameriprise 2 Se . 


Financial THE PROFESSIONAL LANDLORDS” 


Thursday, June 4 • 5:30 – 8:00pm 
Marin Courtyard 


(entire first floor of Marin if raining) 
901 Hennepin Ave. - Valet parking available 


Come see the spectacular Pride Yarn Bomb display 
in the courtyard. 


COST: FREE • DRESS CODE: COME AS YOU ARE! 


Complimentary Hors d'oeuvres e Cash Bar 
Complimentary Wine Sampling of Barefoot Wines 


Register to WIN Great Prizes, and visit the Brand G Vacations table and 
register to win a cabin for two on their December Costa Rica, Cartagena 
and Panama Canal Cruise or one of their other fabulous prizes! 


Visit booths from HRC Twin Cities, TCGMC, Twin Cities Pride, Twin Cities Quorum, 
Aliveness Project, One Voice, Gay 4 Good, Reclaim! and other local non-profit 
events to find out the great events going on this Pride and over the summer. 


LavenderMagazine.com/summerofpride 
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PRIVATE SEARCH Bloomington • St. Louis Park 


Imagine the 
Life You'll 
Love to Live. 


Tour 22 homes 
that sing, with 
spaces for 
everyone and 
everything you 
love. 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT: 


Patina or Bachman's 
Save $10 after May 18th 


ArtisanHomeTour.org 
Save $5 


THANK YOU 
ARTISAN HOME 
TOUR SPONSORS 


MARVIN 


DESIGN GALLERY 
a window and door showroom 
" SHAW / STEWART 


HOME TOUR 


Kin, ВУ PARADE OF HOMES? 


JUNE 5-7, 12-14 & 19-21, 2015 RUM 
ArtisanHom our. com Siding | Tim 
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